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CHAPTER SIX 

  

 REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST — DECLARING 

THE END 

  

The Book of Revelation is the Word of consummation — Christ 

declaring the end.  It reveals the events of the end times; the divine plan 

of redemption for man brought to its fruition.  The word “revelation” is 

the Greek translation “apokalupsis” (apocalypse) meaning “to disclose, 

reveal, unveil, uncover.”   The revelation of Jesus Christ is an unveiling 

of end time events, to include the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It 

is a prophecy having to do with Christ’s return for the Church, with 

God’s dealings with the nation of Israel during the Tribulation, and 

with events leading to the close of this age.  Then, it addresses the 

opening of the Messianic Era, the consummation of the Messianic Era 

and the beginning of the Eternal Ages. 

  

The Book of Revelation is the uncovering of events from the Old 

Testament, to include the Book of Daniel.  Daniel’s Seventy Weeks 

prophecy encompasses events during the last seven years of Man’s Day 

and deals primarily with God’s judgment and restoration upon the 

nation of Israel.  In this respect, events surrounding the Church are 

dealt with first in the Book of Revelation.  The removal and judgment 

of Christians to heaven will occur first; then God’s judgment upon the 

earth (Israel and the nations) will take place.  God’s dealings with Israel 

were set aside shortly after the inception of the Church, at the 

beginning of this present dispensation.  But after the Church is removed 

from the earth, God will deal with Israel once again unto repentance. 

  

In the Book of Revelation, God chose the Apostle John to make known 

to His servants (Christians) what will take place at the end of this 

present dispensation, in order that they may realize their calling and be
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prepared for the Lord.  John was called by God to go to a remote island, 

the isle of Patmos, for the Word of God and for the testimony of Jesus 

Christ.  And while he was there, God removed (raptured) him from the 

earth to heaven.  

  

 “I was in the Spirit in the Lord’s Day.”  (Revelation 1:10) 

  

Through the power of God and the indwelling Holy Spirit, John was 

removed from his time and location to the end of this dispensation and 

placed in the future Day of the Lord in heaven.  He was transported to a 

future time in order to document the things which he saw and heard, 

“things which must shortly take place” (Revelation 1:1).   And it is clear 

to see that John was not dreaming or had visions, but was physically 

present in the future and was writing the events as he saw them transpire.  
We know this to be true because in Revelation 10:4, God commands John 

to stop writing while these end time events are taking place. 

  

The “Lord’s Day” and the “Day of the Lord” carry the same meaning and 

refer to a future place and time in which Christ will occupy His position as 

Judge in the kingdom of heaven.  When John was moved to the Lord’s 

Day, in heaven, the first thing he witnessed was Christ as Judge, “clothed 

with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden 

band”  (Revelation 1:13). 

  

The appearance and apparel of Christ identifies Him as Judge.  

Furthermore, from this point onward, in the Lord’s Day, the events that 

took place all had to do with judgment — first with the Church and then 

with the Jewish people and the Gentile nations.  In comparing Scripture 

with Scripture, we can determine from Old Testament Scriptures that the 
context in which the prophets spoke surrounding “The Day of the Lord” 

was also in reference to judgment.  Some of these Scriptures can be seen 

in Zephaniah 1:2; Joel 2:1; Amos 5:16; Obadiah 15; Zechariah 14:1. 

  

And in keeping with the Day of the Lord, this is where the Book of 

Revelation places the Church when removed from the earth.  The Day of 

the Lord refers to a time and place in the heavens and will begin when 

Christ returns for the Church, but the time and place on earth will remain 

Man’s Day until seven years later when Christ ascends the throne.   The 



653 
 
Day of the Lord will occur at the end of this present dispensation, 

immediately prior to the Tribulation on earth.  John witnesses the 

Churches standing before Christ at His judgment seat in the heavens with 

God on His throne, and the twenty-four elders (angels) casting their 

crowns before the Lord Jesus Christ.  The seven Churches to which John 

was commanded to send a record were seven existing Churches in Asia 

during his day.  These seven Churches will actually result in all Christians 

and will also reflect the overall condition of all Christians throughout 

history at the end of the present dispensation, beginning with the Church 

in Ephesus who “left their first love,” and ending with the Church in 

Laodicea, the “lukewarm” Church.  These seven Churches reflect the 

complete Church, i.e., all Christians.  The number “seven” in Scripture 

denotes “completeness to that which is in view.”   Therefore, John saw all 

individuals who are “in Christ” in the presence of the Lord together.  

They were all there at the same time (those who had been risen from the 

dead and those raptured alive; those who were faithful Christians and 

those who were unfaithful Christians) in order to be judged according to 

their works which they had previously performed during their life on 

earth.   

  

These “works” will either be good or bad, depending on one’s faithfulness 

or unfaithfulness to God and His Word.   Revelation chapters two and 

three reveal Christ’s judgment towards all Christians on the basis of these 

works, not on sin.  Christ reveals this by saying, “I know your works.”  

God already judged sin in His Son, Jesus Christ, who took our sin and 

finished the work once and for all.  Christ’s finished work (of sin) can 

never enter into any future judgment of men again; otherwise it would 

mean He would have to die on the cross all over again.  Therefore, all 

future judgments of man, whether saved or unsaved, will be on the basis 

of works.  Each Epistle in Revelation chapters two and three is structured 

exactly the same way:  1) I know your works, 2) a call to repent, and 3) an 

overcomer’s promise.                                                                            

These Epistles were documented so that Christians could realize their 

calling and prepare.  God’s calling is with a view to realizing an 

inheritance with Christ during the age to come.  Christ provides the 

Church with a warning to repent because He is merciful and provides all 

Christians an opportunity to change their ways and choose the right path.   
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The overcomer’s promise should exhort a believer to be diligent to make 

his call and election sure.  “Overcoming” means “to conquer, to gain a 

victory.”  To those who overcome, rewards are promised in the future 

heavenly kingdom.  The overcomer will receive these rewards when the 

Messianic Era begins, when Christ and His co-heirs ascend the throne 

together.  To those who do not overcome, the consequence is loss of 

reward and loss of inheritance for the age to come. 

  

With this in mind, it is evident that these seven Epistles, because of the 

order in which they were presented — the deteriorating condition of the 

Churches, the reason for the call to repent and the significance of Christ’s 

recognition of “works” — point to the Judgment Seat of Christ.  All seven 

Epistles have to do with the Messianic Era, the 1000 year reign of Christ.  

There is nothing in these Epistles that moves beyond this time, therefore 

they have nothing to do with the Eternal Ages, which is the ages beyond 

the Messianic Era. 
  

Immediately following the Judgment seat of Christ, John in Revelation 

chapter four is again directed towards future events, through a door 

standing open in heaven.   

  

After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in 

heaven.  And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet 

speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you 

things which must take place after this.” Immediately I was in the 

Spirit, and behold, a throne set in heaven and One sat on the 

throne. And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone 

in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in 

appearance like an emerald.  (Revelation 4:1-3) 

  

“After these things” refers to the immediate preceding events, which was 

the removal of all Christians and their judgment.  (Something to note here 

and in the rest of the Scriptures is that each Book in the Word has no 

stopping points, but is ever-flowing in their paragraph structure.  The 

Book of Revelation is no different, not only is it continuous in its 

structure, but also its events are written in chronological order.  However, 

at times, the Word reverts back in order to reveal additional information 

concerning a particular subject) 
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The Spirit then calls John to be a witness to further events and once again 

John was in the Spirit to witness events immediately after the Judgment 

seat of Christ.  He describes the throne of God having a rainbow around 

the throne.  The significance of this rainbow is first seen in Genesis 9:13-

15 when it appeared following the completion of God’s judgment upon the 

earth with the Flood.  As a result, we can determine that this same rainbow 

in Revelation chapter four signifies the completion of judgment of all 

Christians.  We can also determine that the “called out from the called” or 

“the bride” has been chosen and the search for a bride for God’s Son has 

been completed.  The rainbow is seen again in Revelation 10:1, on the 

head of a mighty angel who sounds the seventh trumpet, in connection 

with a past judgment of Israel and the nations.   

Revelation chapter four then moves from the judgment of all Christians, 

to that which relates to crowns and regality.   

  

Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I 

saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had 

crowns of gold on their heads.  And from the throne proceeded 

lightnings, thunderings, and voices.  Seven lamps of fire were 

burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.   

(Revelation 4:4, 5) 

  

Surrounding the throne of God, John sees twenty-four thrones and twenty-

four elders seated on these thrones wearing white robes and gold crowns.  

“Crowns” have to do with regality and up to this point, angels have ruled 

over the earth from the heavens since the beginning of creation.  The 

twenty-four elders depict the two-thirds (24) of the angels who did not 

rebel with Satan against God.  The fact that they are in God’s presence in 

heaven shows that they are not part of Satan’s fallen angels.  In addition, 

the identity of these twenty-four elders or angels is shown by their 

number.  When God initially created the government of the earth from the 

heavens, there were three sets of twelve, or thirty-six crowned angels 

ruling over the earth.  The number “three” in Scripture is the number of 

divine perfection and the number “twelve” is the number of governmental 

perfection totaling thirty-six complete ruling angels.  One-third of the 

angels fell with Satan during his rebellion against God.  Therefore, these 

angels remaining with God who did not follow Satan would represent the 

twenty-four “elders” referenced here in Revelation 4:4.  But of course, 
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this number is a symbolic number, as the actual number is much greater — 

God has myriads of angels in the heavens.  

   

 John proceeds to describe what he sees and hears around the throne of 

God.  There are “lightnings,” “thunderings,” and “voices” heard from the 

throne.  Then, the four living creatures are identified.  And before the 

throne, there were seven lamps of fire burning, which are the seven 

“Spirits” of God or the Sevenfold Spirit (the sevenfold character of the 

Holy Spirit) mentioned in Isaiah 11:2.  We can determine, although they 

are not directly mentioned here, that the bride is present and standing as 

“lampstands” (the Church was first described in this way in Revelation 

1:12, 20).  The seven lamps or the seven Spirits of God are placed over the 

lampstands, i.e. the bride. 

  

And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four 

living creatures full of eyes in front and in back.  The first living 

creature was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the 

third living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living 

creature was like a flying eagle.  The four living creatures, each 

having six wings, were full of eyes around and within.  And they do 

not rest day or night, saying: 

  

“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to 

come!” Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and 

thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 

the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne 

and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns 

before the throne..  (Revelation 4:6-10) 

  

These four living creatures are very similar to the angels mentioned in 

Ezekiel 1:1; 10:1, whom Ezekiel saw before God’s throne and described 

in detail.  In Ezekiel 10:1, these creatures were there to assist with the 

fiery judgment that was poured over Jerusalem and were there under the 

glory of the Lord as He departed from the temple.  They seem to have 

separate roles from the twenty-four elders, functioning as the “eyes” of 

God in which they constantly work without rest to bring about the 

consummation of God’s plans and purposes, that which is associated with 

redemption.   In Revelation 4:9, these four living creatures initiated the 
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call for the twenty-four elders to fall down before the Father to worship 

Him and to relinquish their crowns before the throne.  Again in 

Revelation chapter six, these four living creatures initiated the call to 

“Come and see.”   

  

The actions taken by the twenty-four elders casting their crowns before 

God’s throne points to the transfer of rulership from the hands of angels to 

the hands of man, though man will not be exercising rulership or wearing 

these crowns at this time until after Christ returns to the earth, after He 

takes down Satan and relinquishes His crown, including the crowns worn 

by the fallen angels.  A principle of Biblical government necessitates that 

an incumbent ruler retain his crown until the one replacing him is present 

and ready to ascend the throne.  For example, we see this in 1 and 2 

Samuel with Saul and David, forming a type of Satan and Christ.  Saul, 

though disqualified, retained his crown and position as ruler until David 

arrived at the scene and was ready to ascend the throne.  Then, Saul’s 

crown was taken, given to David; and he, along with his faithful men, 

ascended the throne and ruled in the stead of Saul and those who had ruled 

with him.  In the antitype, the same exact thing will occur.  Satan, though 

disqualified, will retain his crown and continue to rule until Christ arrives 

at the scene and is ready to ascend the throne.  Then, Satan’s crown will 

be taken, given to Christ; and Christ, along with His faithful men (the 

Bride), will ascend the throne and rule in the stead of Satan and the angels 

who had ruled with him (Revelation 19:11-20:6).   

  

For He has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in 

subjection to angels.  (Hebrews 2:5) 

 

Do you know that the saints will judge the world?  Do you not 

know that we shall judge angels? (1 Corinthians 6:2, 3) 

These crowns that are now relinquished before the throne of God is with a 

view to man ruling in the kingdom, specifically those God will appoint 

who had previously been shown qualified at the Judgment seat of Christ.  

But these relinquished crowns will not be worn until after Christ returns to 

the earth at the end of the Tribulation, after He overthrows Gentile world 

power, after He defeats Satan and his angels, and after He takes their 

crowns by force.  Only then will Christ be in possession of all the crowns, 

the complete number of divine perfection of the earth’s government, in 
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which He and His bride will wear as they inherit the throne and rule over 

the earth.   

  

Revelation chapter five begins with the opening of the seven-sealed scroll 

(title deed to the earth) containing the judgments of the earth and 

identifying the One found worthy to break the seven seals of the scroll.   

And the One found worthy to redeem the earth (redeem the inheritance) is 

the Lamb of God, Jesus the Christ.  

 

The judgments must take place in order for the redemption of the 

inheritance (the earth) to be passed on to Christ’s possession and be under 

His rule.  Presently, it is under Satan’s possession and rule until He is put 

down.  The “Lamb of God” will become the “Lion of the tribe of Judah, 

the Root of David,” and with His great power, He will defeat the devil and 

his angels along with the Gentile nations.  And the redemption that will 

take place will be a dual redemption, consisting of man and the earth.   

  

...because the creation itself also will be delivered from the 

bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 

God.  For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with 

birth pangs together until now.  Not only that, but we also who 

have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 

ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our 

body. (Romans 8:20-23) 

  

Man’s redemption was brought about through Christ’s finished work at 

Calvary, and the earth’s redemption will be brought about through Christ’s 

work of breaking the seals that He is seen taking from His Father’s right 

hand.  Scrolls in the Old Testament had to do with title deeds to sections 

of land and contained the terms of redemption for those sections.  Christ 

had previously purchased the “field” (the world) having paid the price that 

allowed Him to open the scroll.  This is seen in the Parable of the Hidden 

Treasure: 

 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure (Israel) hidden in a 

field (the world), which a man (Christ) found and hid; and for joy  

 

over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field (the 
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world).  (Matthew 13:44) 

  

 “The field is the world…”  (Matthew 13:38) 

 

Part of this redemptive process involves redeeming the bride as well, 

which Christ had also previously purchased with His own blood.  And the 

redemption of the bride, His purchased possession, will emanate out of 

determinations at His judgment seat.  Those prepared and found worthy 

Christ will redeem as His bride in marriage.   

  

...having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the 

purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. (Ephesians 1:13, 

14) 

  

“Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage 

of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.”  

(Revelation 19:7) 

  

Following John’s eyewitness of God’s dealings with the Church in heaven 

and the relinquishing of the crowns by the angels, he then witnesses God’s 

dealings with Israel on earth. 

Matters turn to the opening of the seven sealed scroll, which is the 

redemption of the inheritance (of the earth).  Matters now turn to Israel 

and their restoration.  The elders (angels) are pictured singing a song, 

which are the prayers of the saints.   The expression, “kings and priests,” 

in Revelation 5:10 is best translated a “kingdom of priests.”  This 

expression has been used in Exodus 19:6 relative to Israel and used again 

in 1 Peter 2:9 relative to Christians.  This expression used in Revelation 

5:10 is the position which Israel will occupy yet future when the theocracy 

has been restored.  And Christians will occupy the same position from a 

heavenly sphere under Christ.   

 

The opening of the first of six seals in Revelation chapter six marks the 

commencement of the Tribulation upon the earth.  These judgments will 

last a period of seven years and correspond to Daniel’s Seventieth Week.  
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During this period, Israel will be judged on earth and will be brought to a 

place of repentance to determine the wife of God. But first, the Church 

will be judged in heaven to determine the bride of Christ.  And both, Israel 

and the Church, through the process of judgment, will be automatically 

married at the completion of the seven year Tribulation, the completion of 

the redemption of the inheritance.  This is seen in the Old Testament with 

Ruth being revealed as the bride of Boaz at his threshing floor and then 

automatically becoming his wife the moment Boaz redeemed the 

inheritance (Ruth 3, 4).   

  

The judgments recorded in Revelation chapters six through nineteen 

concerns the complete judgments on the earth for the purpose of bringing 

Israel to a place of repentance.  It is considered the “time of Jacob’s 

trouble” and will be the most dreadful of all times, a severity unparalleled 

in man’s 6,000 year history.   

  

And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there 

was a nation, even to that time…  (Daniel 12:1a) 

 

The Israeli nation, as it exists in the Middle East today, will not exist 

during the last half of the Tribulation (Matthew 24:15-22; Revelation 

11:2.  The current Middle East situation will, during this time, be so 

overturned that “unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be 

saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened” (Matthew 

24:22).  God will allow this to occur for a revealed purpose – to restore 

man back to the position for which he was originally created.   And 

because the whole matter lies in God’s sovereign control, man cannot do 

anything about the matter.   

 

These judgments consist of: 1) the seven seals 2) the seven trumpets and 

3) the seven bowls.  Note that all of these judgments occur in 

chronological order, but not necessarily in separate occurrences, as some 

overlap with each other.   

 

The breaking of the first four seals in Revelation chapter six summarizes 

the revealing and work of the Antichrist and his rule, from the beginning 

of the Tribulation until the end.  The Book of Daniel references additional 

material surrounding the Tribulation, Antichrist and Israel; and can be 
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used as a companion book when studying the Book of Revelation.  God 

completes His dealings with Israel within the scope of time covered by 

Daniel’s Seventy-Weeks Prophecy: 

 

And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors 

have reached their fullness a king shall arise, having fierce 

features, who understands sinister schemes.  

 

Through his cunning he shall cause deceit to prosper under his 

rule; And he shall exalt himself in his heart.  He shall destroy 

many in their prosperity (peace).   (Daniel 8:23, 25) 
  

The last three seals of the seven-sealed scroll provide a detailed view of 

the events leading to the end of Man’s Day.  The seventh and final seal 

will produce silence in heaven for about half an hour (Revelation 8:1).  

Judgments under the seventh seal will bring the whole matter to a close.  

Within these seven seals or seven judgments, the trumpet and the bowl 

judgments will provide further commentary as to its completion.   

Since the first four seals clearly deal with the Antichrist during the 

Tribulation, the rider in the four different horses mentioned cannot be 

anyone else except the Antichrist in all four horses.  Each time the 

Antichrist rides forth a certain type horse, it depicts his actions against the 

nation of Israel.  And as he continues to ride the following horses at 

different times, the conditions that arise are a result of his previous 

actions.  The fourth horse or judgment is the inevitable consequence of the 

first three.  They are the same means that God previously used to bring the 

nation of Israel to repentance, as we see in 1 Kings 8:33-39; 1 Chronicles 

21:12, except this time in a much more severe manner.   The first seal is a 

reference to the actions of the Antichrist as he first arises at the beginning 

of the Tribulation.   

  

Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard 

one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, 

“Come and see.”  And I looked, and behold, a white horse.  He 

who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he 

went out conquering and to conquer.  (Revelation 6:1, 2) 

  

The Antichrist is seen wearing a crown, a stephanos crown [victor’s 
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crown].  This leader’s intentions are to dominate the world as he goes 

forth conquering and to conquer.  Commentators make the mistake of 

stating that this rider is Christ because one is riding on a white horse and is 

wearing a crown.  But the symbol of the white horse and the crown simply 

refer to the present “prince of this world” and the means in which he will 

first attack Israel.  The fact that this leader is holding a bow with no arrow 

indicates that at this time he is not conquering by force, but rather by other 

means.  In comparing Scripture with Scripture, we have presented in 

Daniel 11:22 reference being made of the Antichrist as “the prince of the 

covenant” who can only be “the prince who is to come” from Daniel 

9:26.  And the means in which he will dominate the world will be as such: 

  

And in his place shall arise a vile person, to whom they will not 

give the honor of royalty; but he shall come in peaceably, and 

seize the kingdom by intrigue.  (Daniel 11:21) 

  

He will devise his plans through deception as his means of gaining power 

and riches.  He will obtain this position of power — peaceably, and by 

intrigue.  The word “intrigue” also means “flatteries” which is the Hebrew 

translation (Strong’s #H2519)  “halaqlaqqa” meaning “to be smooth; 

slippery; flattery in a scheming manner.”  With his flattering appearance 

and speech, Antichrist will deceive many throughout the world.   He will 

appear as a man of peace and who has the answers for the long going 

battle in the Middle East; between Israel and its surrounding enemies.   

This will allow him to make a covenant with many in Israel.  For  

three and one-half years the Antichrist will continue his 

deceitfulness, his means of conquering, until “the middle of the week” 

arrives and he breaks his covenant with the Holy people.   

 

The he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week but in the 

middle of the week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.  

(Daniel 9:27) 

  

It is evident from Daniel’s prophecy that part of the covenant Antichrist 

will make with Israel will be to allow the rebuilding of the Temple on the 

Temple Mount.  The Jews will restore the Mosaic priesthood and 

sacrifices in the new Temple.  As impossible as it may seem today to re-

build the Temple on the Temple Mount where the Moslem mosque 

currently stands, the Antichrist will make it possible at the beginning of 
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the Tribulation.  But then, in the middle of the Tribulation, after three and 

one-half years, the Antichrist will break the covenant with Israel and 

things will begin to change rapidly.   

  

The breaking of the covenant by the Antichrist opens the second seal to 

the seven-sealed scroll in Revelation 6:3, 4: 

  

When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living 

creature saying, “Come and see.”  Another horse, fiery red, went 

out.  And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from 

the earth, and that people should kill one another, and there was 

given to him a great sword.   

 

Antichrist will break the covenant by bringing “an end to sacrifice and 

offering.” He will enter the Temple, damage it, and commit an 

abomination of desolation against the living God (Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 

12:11).   He will sit in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God” 

(2 Thessalonians 2:4).  He will erect a statue of the beast in the temple for 

all to worship.  And immediately after this occurs, the Jewish people in 

Judea are told to run for their lives, to flee to the mountains where God has 

prepared a safe haven for them.  

  

“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken 

of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever 

reads, let him understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to 

the mountains.  Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take 

anything out of his house.  And let him who is in the field not go 

back to get his clothes.  But woe to those who are pregnant and to 

those who are nursing babies in those days!  And pray that your 

flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath.  

 

For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since 

the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.  

And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; 

but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened.” (Matthew 

24:15-22) 

  

At this time, the Antichrist and his armed forces will destroy both the 

Temple and the city of Jerusalem (Daniel 9:26).  The Jews who do not 
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escape to the mountains will be “led away captive into all nations” (Luke 

21:24a).  And the nation of Israel will once again cease to exist.  “And 

Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are 

fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24b) 

 

The Jewish people will once again be led by the Gentile nations until 

Christ returns and destroys the nations, the Antichrist, and the False 

Prophet.  This is the commencement of the “Great Tribulation,” in which 

the “man in the red horse” shall reveal his true identity to all the world and 

He shall stand in the Glorious Land with destruction in his power (Daniel 

11:16b).  This man (Antichrist) will seek to slay the Jewish people, along 

with destroying Jerusalem and the Temple and dividing the land.  And he 

will have the support of the Gentile nations surrounding him, who will be 

under his sway and control.   Daniel 11:36-39 describes his character in 

this way: 

 

 Then the king shall do according to his own will: he shall exalt 

 and magnify himself above every god, shall speak blasphemies 

 against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the wrath has 

 been accomplished; for what has been determined shall be  done. 

 

 He shall regard neither the God of his fathers nor the desire for 

 women, nor regard any god; for he shall exalt himself above 

 them all.  But in their place he shall honor a god of fortresses; 

 and a god, which his fathers did not know he shall honor with 

 gold and silver, with precious stones and pleasant things.  

 

Thus he shall act against the strongest fortresses with a foreign 

god, which he shall acknowledge, and advance its glory; and he 

shall cause them to rule over many, and divide the land [Israel] for 

gain.    

We see the similarity here between the Antichrist’s character and that of 

Satan; and this should be expected, as Antichrist will be the “seed” of 

Satan, his literal son.  Both exalt themselves to be higher than God the 

Father.  The Antichrist shall acknowledge himself to be God and cause all 

to worship him or be killed.  Those who do worship him, either Jews or 

Gentiles, will be causing their own destruction, as noted in Revelation 

14:9-11: 
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Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If 

anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on 

his forehead or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the wine 

of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup 

of His indignation.  He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone 

in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.  

And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they 

have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, 

and whoever receives the mark of his name.”    

The Antichrist will continue full force with his destructive ways against 

the Jewish people, and the world will quickly collapse into hatred, 

violence, death and ruins.  This opens the third seal, the rider now on a 

black horse: 

 

“When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature 

say, “Come and see.”  So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and 

he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand.  And I heard a 

voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of 

wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, 

and do not harm the oil and the wine.”  (Revelation 6:5, 6)  

 

Following much war and killing, the aftermath is worldwide “famine,” 

depicted by the black horse.  The rider is seen with a pair of scales in his 

hand, showing his control over the value of money.  He controls the price 

for a specified amount of food and, during this time, it will cost a day’s 

wage for a minimal amount.  The fight for survival will be apparent, as the 

quality of life will be reduced to the barest of necessities.  The expression 

“do not harm the oil and the wine,” refers to the wealthy, those able to 

spend far more than a day’s wage for food.  They will be able to buy from 

the one who controls the food, and thereby giving him more power.  The 

Antichrist takes control of the money, the food and the people as “he 

causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive 

a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no one may buy 

or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the 

number of his name.”  (Revelation 13:16, 17) 
  

Following these horrific events, what will become of mankind and the 

earth?  Who will be able to stand?  This is seen with the fourth seal when 

the Antichrist rides forth on a pale horse: 
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When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth 

living creature saying, “Come and see.”  So I looked, and behold, 

a pale horse.  And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and 

Hades followed with him.  And power was given to them over a 

fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and 

by the beasts of the earth.  (Revelation 6:7, 8) 

This fourth judgment is the inevitable consequence of the first three.  

Because of sword, famine and pestilence, one-fourth of the population of 

the earth will die during this time.  Thus, it is fitting that the rider on the 

pale horse is given the name “Death” with “Hades” following to claim 

those who have died.  Death and pestilence will cover every nation 

totaling over a billion people, and those who remain alive will not be able 

to bear it.   

 

When the Jews have been completely shattered by the Antichrist and the 

Gentile nations (God will place the Jews into the hands of the Gentiles 

because of their disobedience: because they were unfaithful to Me, 

therefore I hid My face from them.  I gave them into the hand of their 

enemies, and they all fell by the sword. Ezekiel 39:23), they will call upon 

Him and He will then have mercy on them and restore them: They will call 

on My name, and I will answer them (Zechariah 13:9c).   

  

“...it shall be for a time, times, and half a time [three and one-half 

years]; and when the power of the holy people [Israel] has been 

completely shattered, all these things shall be finished.”  (Daniel 

12:7c) 

  

Those who sided with the Antichrist against the Jews will perish during 

this time, which was promised by God in His covenant to Abraham. 

 

 I will curse him who curses you.  (Genesis 12:3)  

 

For My sword shall be bathed in heaven; Indeed it shall come 

down on Edom, And on the people of My curse, for judgment...For 

it is the day of the Lord’s vengeance.  (Isaiah 34:5, 8) 

  

Immediately following this widespread death, the fifth seal opens 

revealing souls under the altar.  This altar is a description of the brazen 

altar in the Temple of God; the place where the sacrifice occurred and the 
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blood of the sacrifice poured beneath the altar.   These souls under the 

altar are described as those who had been slain for the Word of God and 

for the testimony that they held (Revelation 6:9c).  Taking into 

consideration that this scene resulted from that which previously 

transpired with the first four seals, these “souls” would have to come out 

of the Great Tribulation.   

 

We see further commentary on this in Revelation chapter seven, 

describing these souls as “a great multitude that no one could number, of 

all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their 

hands...these are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and 

washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  

(Revelation 7:1-9, 14a) 

 

These “souls” were martyrs, those saved from the ministry of the 144,000  

Jewish Evangelists, who had been slain for their faith in God during the 

Great Tribulation. 

 

And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, 

holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who 

dwell on the earth?”  Then a white robe was given to each of them; 

and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, 

until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, 

who would be killed as they were, was completed. 

(Revelation 6:10, 11) 

  

Note that the souls under the altar were provided with “white robes” to 

wear, indicating they were found worthy to enter the kingdom.  These 

martyrs had been killed for the Word of God and probably for not wearing 

the mark of the beast during the Great Tribulation.  They were crying out 

to the Lord asking how long He would allow the Tribulation on earth to 

continue.   And the Lord told them to rest a while longer for there were 

still others like them, as He referred to them as “their fellow servants and 

their brethren” who were yet to be killed as they were, so that He would 

then save them.  God knows the perfect set time in which His plans and 

purposes will be accomplished.  Nothing will happen until God’s set time 

arrives and when it does, then we can be rest assured that it will be done.  

We are to “wait” upon the Lord as we see in Psalms 27:14: 
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Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen 

your heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord! 

  

After these things have taken their course, and the Holy people have been 

shattered; after much death, famine and pestilence, and at the time when 

the Jewish people cry out to the Lord unto repentance, then the Lord will  

hear them and this will mark in proximity to the coming of the Son of 

Man.  

 

The return of the Lord is revealed in the opening of the sixth seal:   

  

I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a 

great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, 

and the moon became like blood.  And the stars of heaven fell to 

the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a 

mighty wind.  (Revelation 6:12, 13) 

  

We see a parallel to this Scripture in Matthew 24:29, 30a concerning the 

coming of the Son of Man: 

  

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall 

from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  Then 

the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven…” 

  

There is a connection in these verses that moves chronologically to the 

close of the Great Tribulation.  Both indicate that the signs of His coming 

seem to be marked by monumental cosmic disturbances, such as great 

earthquakes, the sun being darkened and the moon dark as blood.  But 

actually, these signs are metaphors used to depict the outpouring of God’s 

wrath by allowing the Antichrist to do his damage, that which is seen 

within the first four seals and then the signs of the Lord Jesus Christ’s 

return.   The prophets from the Old Testament made this same distinct 

indication that the coming of the Lord will be signified by the 

deterioration of conditions on earth, which will reach its peak and will 

include the complete collapse of the governments of the earth.  The 

darkness of the sun, moon and stars signifies the complete breakdown of 

Gentile world power, and that which follows is its complete destruction by 

the Lord Jesus Christ and His army of angels.   
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The Lord gives voice before His army, For His camp is very great; 

For strong is the One who executes His word.  For the day of the 

Lord is great and very terrible; Who can endure it?  (Joel 2:10-11) 

  

Who will be able to endure the sufferings of the Tribulation and who will 

be able to live through it?  Not many.  This is why the Lord says,   

“And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; 

but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened.”  

(Matthew 24:22) 

A similar question is given when the sixth seal is opened:  

For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to 

stand?  (Revelation 6:17) 

In Revelation 16:17a-19a, 20, when the seventh bowl is poured out 

bringing about the completion of God’s judgments upon the world, we 

again see the use of metaphors, signifying the complete destruction of 

Gentile world power that takes place on the earth: 

“It is done!” And there were noises and thunderings and 

lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and 

great earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the earth.  

Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of 

the nations fell...then every island fled away, and the mountains 

were not found.   

A parallel Scripture can be seen in Revelation 7:14: 

  

Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every 

mountain and island was moved out of its place.   

  

Everyone will have great fear when they see these disasters, i.e., the 

collapse of the governments.  They will run and hide in caves hoping they 

can hide from the face of the Lord.  Revelation 6:15, 16 reveals who these 

individuals are: 

  

And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the 

commanders, the mighty men, every  slave and every free man, hid 

themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, and said 

to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face 

of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!   
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Revelation chapter seven begins with the sealing of the 144,000 Jews 

(12,000 from each of the twelve tribes of Israel) who will be God’s 

witnesses to the nations. (Isaiah 43:1)  The final evidence of the last half 

of the Tribulation will be the universal proclamation of the gospel of the 

kingdom by these 144,000 Jewish witnesses. 

 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world 

as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. 

(Matthew 24:14)   
  

This scene takes place in the middle of the Tribulation, when the 

Antichrist breaks the covenant with Israel and the judgments (seals 2-7) 

are unleashed.  God commands the angels to seal these 144,000 Jews on 

their foreheads so that no harm may come to them. 

  

“Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the 

servants of our God on their foreheads.  And I heard the number of 

those who were sealed.  One hundred and forty-four thousand of 

all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed.”  

(Revelation 7:3a-4) 

  

In Revelation 9:4, we see that these 144,000 Jews were protected from the 

fifth trumpet, the locusts from the bottomless pit.  

They [locusts] were commanded not to harm the grass of the 

earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do 

not have the seal of God on their foreheads.   

A similar occurrence took place in Ezekiel 9:4, when God placed 

judgment upon the Jewish people for their harlotry and idolatry against the 

Lord, and for committing these abominations in the Temple of God.  

Before He cast bloodshed upon the unrighteous Jews and departed from 

the Temple, He commanded an angel to go and seal the righteous Jews on 

their foreheads throughout the city of Jerusalem.   

And the Lord said to him, “Go through the midst of the city, 

through the midst of Jerusalem, and  put a mark on the foreheads 

of the men who sigh and cry over all the abominations that are 

done within it.”   

 But for those who did not have the mark, God commanded this:  
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 To the others He said in my hearing, “Go after him through the 

 city and kill; do not let your eye spare, nor have any pity.  Utterly 

 slay old and young men, maidens and little children and women; 

 but do not come near anyone on whom is the mark; and begin at 

 My sanctuary.”  So they began with the elders who were before the 

 temple.  Then He said to them, “Defile the temple, and fill the 

 courts with the slain.  Go out! And they went out and killed in the 

 city.  (Ezekiel 9:5-7) 

  

We can picture here the seriousness of God’s judgment upon those who  

betray Him, as it is written, It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 

living God (Hebrews 10:31). 

  

These seals or marks on the witnesses’ foreheads are signs of ownership or 

authority.  In Revelation 3:12c, Christ promises the faithful Church in 

Philadelphia that if they overcome He will write on him the name of My 

God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes 

down out of heaven  from My God.  And I will write on him My new name.   

  

This mark given by Christ to the overcomers signifies ownership and also 

implies a special intimacy, as the overcomer is associated with Christ as 

co-ruler throughout the Millennium.  And Satan, as the great deceiver, 

imitates God in this manner as he (Antichrist) also commands all to 

receive the mark on their foreheads, claiming their ownership, in order to 

have power over the entire world.  The 144,000 Jews will receive God’s 

mark on their foreheads and will do that which God had initially called on 

the nation of Israel to accomplish.  They will carry God’s message of the 

kingdom over a period of three and one-half years and will convert many; 

and Israel will be God’s witnesses to the Gentile nations (Gentiles who 

survived and remained on the earth) during the Messianic Era.  These 

144,000 Jews will be the “first fruits” (of the entire nation) to God and to 

the Lamb because they will do that which God called the nation of Israel 

into existence to accomplish. They are without deceit and fault with regard 

to their testimony for Christ and will be God’s witnesses to the nations 

(Isaiah 43:1, 9-12).  Therefore, God will gather them together first and 

these are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes (Revelation 

14:4).    
  

And because a multitude will be converted as a result of the ministry of 
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these 144,000 witnesses, they will also be killed for the Word of God and 

for their testimony.  And we see a reference to these martyrs, these “souls 

under the altar” when the fifth seal is broken, and now referenced again in 

Revelation 7:9, 10, 14a: 

  

After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no 

one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white 

robes, with palm branches in their hands…These are the ones who 

come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and 

made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

  

These martyrs will be found worthy to enter the kingdom and rule and 

reign with Christ: 

  

Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their 

witness to Jesus and for the word of  God, who had not worshiped 

the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their 

foreheads or on their hands.  And they lived and reigned with 

Christ for a thousand years. (Revelation 20:4c) 

  

The breaking of the seventh seal in Revelation 8:1 will mark Christ’s 

completion of the redemption of the inheritance.  Time in relation to 

Man’s Day will have run its course and Christ’s work will be completed. 

This is why there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.  The 

seventh seal also introduces the seven trumpets and the seven bowls, 

which provide additional commentary to the judgments previously 

revealed in the first six seals of the scroll.  The sounding of the seven 

trumpets forms the judgments revealed when the seventh seal on the scroll 

is broken.  These are the judgments under the seventh seal, and the 

sounding of these seven trumpets brings to pass all of the judgments.  The 

seven trumpets and the seven bowls simply provide a more detailed 

explanation concerning the judgments previously introduced.  It is clear to 

see when one takes a look at the events of the seventh trumpet and the 

seventh bowl that they both parallel each other.  The seventh trumpet ends 

with Christ’s finished work and the kingdom proclaimed:  

  

The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord  
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and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!   

(Revelation 11:15) 

  

The seventh bowl also ends with Christ’s finished work of the redemption 

of the inheritance:  

  

...and a loud voice came out of the temple of heaven, from the 

throne, saying, “It is done!” (Revelation 16:17) 

  

The seven bowls parallel the seven trumpets.  They form further 

descriptions of the same judgments, that seen in the first six seals.  They 

also reveal the second coming of Christ, the taking down of Gentile 

governments and the kingdom of the Antichrist, along with the False 

Prophet.   

  

In comparing Scripture with Scripture, we can see that God used similar 

plagues in the Exodus for Egypt (a type of the world).  Beginning in 

Exodus 7:14, God placed ten plagues on Egypt, using the rod of God and 

of “Aaron,” displaying God’s power for the salvation of the Jewish 

people.  We can see that in John’s gospel, John used “signs” that pertained 

to the end of this age and now again in Revelation, we see that God 

“signified” (through the use of “signs”) to John the revelation of Jesus 

Christ.  These “signs” in the Book of Revelation are presented in 

“metaphors” to give a more intense meaning and picture to that which God 

wanted to portray to His people.  Each trumpet and each bowl in 

Revelation 8, 9, 15, 16 are connected; and when compared to the events 

of the sixth seal (showing the complete collapse of the governments of the 

earth) we then have a complete word-picture of the end of the Tribulation 

and of Man’s Day.   

  

The First Trumpet presents hail and fire…mingled with blood, and they 

were thrown to the earth.  And a third of the trees were burned up, and all 

green grass was burned up (Revelation 8:7). 

  

A parallel to the First Trumpet providing additional commentary is The 

First Bowl poured upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came 

upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 

image  (Revelation 16:2). 
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Hail, fire, blood, and loathsome sores thrown to the earth from heaven 

refer to judgment upon “men who had the mark of the beast and those who 

worshiped his image.” The hail and fire, mingled with blood on a third of 

the trees and all of the green grass causing it to burn up is a reference to 

severe judgment to those in power under the Antichrist [“trees” in 

Scripture means “national powers;” as seen in Luke 21:29] and to rich 

merchants worldwide [“grass” in Scripture means “all flesh;” as seen in 1 

Peter 1:24; “green grass” means those who are rich or prosperous].   

  

In summary, the picture portrayed here is the collapse of one-third of 

national powers and all rich merchants who were under the sway of the 

Antichrist.  God’s judgment upon them will be to bring their kingdoms 

down and to reduce them to nothing; a complete desolation of the 

kingdom of men.  This will result in a foul and loathsome soreness in the 

hearts of men.  They will be in deep despair as they see their kingdom and 

their riches collapsing all around them.  A further description of this is 

seen in the Old Testament, when Babylon was brought down to nothing.  

The new “Babylon” will be no different, as noted in Revelation 18:2a, 3, 

7, 8: 

  

Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling 

place of demons, a prison for every “foul spirit.”  For all the 

nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the 

kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the 

merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of 

her luxury.  In the measure that she glorified herself and lived 

luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment and sorrow; for 

she says in her heart, ‘I sit as queen, am no widow, and will not 

see sorrow.’  Therefore her plagues will come in one day—death 

and mourning  and famine.  And she will be utterly burned with 

fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges her.  
  

Foul and loathsome sores” will be “sores of the heart,” a painful wound of 

the heart and mind; a mental suffering filled with anguish and despair.   

Yet this mental suffering will be nothing compared to the suffering they 

will endure when they will be tormented day and night.   

  

The Second Trumpet sounded: And “something like” a great mountain  
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burning with fire was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became  

blood.  And a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of 

the ships were destroyed (Revelation 8:8). 

 

The Second Bowl was poured: on the sea, and it became blood “as of a 

dead man;” and every living creature in the sea died (Revelation 16:3). 

  

A “mountain” in Scripture usually refers to a “kingdom” (Isaiah 2:3; 

Revelation 21:10).   “Fire” means “judgment” and the “sea,” as 

referenced here, is used to refer to “the Gentiles, Gentile nations or Gentile 

kingdoms.”  This mountain is referred to as a “great mountain” therefore 

we can conclude that it is speaking of the kingdom of the Antichrist.  

“Burning with fire” would have to do with God’s judgment upon this 

kingdom.  And “cast into the sea” would refer to the judgment of the 

Antichrist’s kingdom being cast into the Gentile nations.    In other words, 

this verse could be translated to say this: The kingdom of the Antichrist 

burning with God’s judgment was thrown into the Gentile nations.   

  

The result of the kingdom of the Antichrist burning with God’s judgment 

and cast into the Gentile nations is seen with one-third of the Gentile 

nations (kingdoms; governments) dead, one-third of the living creatures in 

the Gentile nations dead (The Greek translation for “creature” is ktisma 

meaning “an original formation, i.e., a product or created thing — 

building, creation, creature, ordinance, product), and a third of the ships 

(ships used to transport goods from one place to another: trade & 

commerce) destroyed.  All of these things have to do with the 

governments of the earth, to include its trade and commerce. 

  

The Second Bowl is pictured in the exact same way.  The second bowl 

was poured out on the sea (Gentile nations).  The Gentile nations became 

blood as of a dead man; and every living creature in the sea died. 

 

In this judgment, instead of one third of the government, trade and 

commerce dead, it is all dead, thereby bringing this matter to its 

completion.  Both the sounding of the second trumpet and the pouring of 

the second bowl show exactly the same things as seen when the six seal 

was broken, with detail being added to it.  Together, they form a more 

detailed description of the complete collapse of the kingdom of the 

Antichrist, to include the Gentile governments, its trade and commerce.  
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The Third Trumpet deals with the rivers and springs of water.  And a 

great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of 

the rivers and on the springs of water.  The name of the star is 

Wormwood.  A third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died 

from the water, because it was made bitter (Revelation 8:10a, 11). 

  

The Third Bowl also deals with the rivers and springs of water:  Then the 

third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and 

they became blood.  And I heard the angel of the waters saying: You are 

righteous, O Lord, The One who is and who was and who is to be, 

Because You have judged these things.  For they have shed the blood of 

saints and prophets, and You have given them blood to drink.  For it is 

their just due (Revelation 16:4-6). 

  

“Stars” in Scripture refer mostly to angels (Revelation 1:20), and 

sometimes to men (Revelation 12:1) in positions of authority.  In 

Revelation 8:10, the “great” star possibly denotes a mighty angel who 

was given the power to place judgment (“burning like a torch”).  

“Waters” are used in Scripture to indicate “peoples, multitudes, 

 nations, and tongues” (Revelation 17:15).  Therefore, the waters 

 or multitudes of people who worshiped the beast and who killed 

 the saints and prophets “became blood,” that is, they experienced  

physical death.  God avenged them for what they did to the 

martyrs, remembering when they cried out in the fifth seal: 

 

And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy 

and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell 

on the earth?”  (Revelation 6:10) 

 

With the third trumpet, God avenged the people with pain and suffering 

before they died, having gone through the collapse of the kingdom and the 

world before their eyes, and their possessions destroyed, bringing their 

mental state to complete anguish.  Then, with the same measure they used 

on the saints and prophets, God used on them — physical torture and 

death. 

  

The Fourth Trumpet: Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the 

sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third 

of them were darkened.  A third of the day did not shine, and likewise the 
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night  (Revelation 8:12). 

  

The Fourth Bowl was poured out on the sun, and power was given to him 

to scorch men with fire.  And men were scorched with great heat, and they 

blasphemed the name of God who has power over these plagues; and they 

did not repent and give Him glory (Revelation 16:8a, 9). 

  

The sun, moon and stars are used to reference the whole of the governing 

powers in the kingdom of the Antichrist.  Where light and life once 

existed, now has been replaced with darkness and death.  The three 

metaphors that represent these governing powers are as follows:  

 

1) The Sun—representing the Antichrist, 2) the Moon—representing the 

False Prophet, and 3) the Stars—representing the fallen angels.  

 

The fourth bowl then depicts the fallen condition of the governments 

under these three dark powers.  It is a word-picture of the collapse of the 

governments across the globe under the rule of the Antichrist, causing 

intense anguish among the people under his rule.  The people blaspheme 

God, the One in complete control of the situation, rather than repenting.   

The phrase “scorched by great heat from the sun” is metaphorical, 

referring to their pain and suffering as the whole world around them is 

collapsing.    

  

When the fifth angel sounded the Fifth Trumpet: And I saw a star fallen 

from heaven to the earth.  To him was given the key to the bottomless pit.  

And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the 

smoke of a great furnace.  So the sun and the air were darkened because 

of the smoke of the pit (Revelation 9:1, 2). 

  

The Fifth Bowl was poured out on the throne of the beast, and his 

kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because 

of the pain.  They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains 

and their sores, and did not repent of their deeds (Revelation 16:10, 11). 

  

The fifth trumpet and fifth bowl reflects a continuation of the previous 

fourth judgment, showing that the kingdom of the Antichrist has turned to 

darkness, bringing the kingdom into its final form immediately before it is 

completely destroyed by Christ at His second coming.   An angel poured 
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out the fifth bowl on the throne of the beast and his kingdom became full 

of darkness (Revelation 16:10).  And because of this, those in the 

kingdom gnawed their tongues because of the pain and they blasphemed 

the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did not 

repent of their deeds (Revelation 16:10c, 11).  Both the fifth trumpet and 

the fifth bowl judgment are connected, having to do with darkness 

throughout the kingdom of the beast.   

  

The fifth trumpet presents a “star” fallen from heaven to the earth.  This 

star was a “fallen angel” whom God allowed to possess the key and to 

open the “bottomless pit” (abyss; underworld).  Immediately following, 

thick smoke appeared which covered the sun and produced darkness.  

Then, locusts are seen coming out of the smoke. 

  

Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth.  And to them 

was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.  They 

were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green 

thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of 

God on their foreheads.  And they were not given authority to kill 

them, but to torment them for five months.  Their torment was like 

the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man.  In those days men 

will seek death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and 

death will flee from them.   

  

The shape of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle.  On 

their heads were crowns of something like gold, and their faces 

were like the faces of men.  They had hair like women’s hair, and 

their teeth were like lion’s teeth.  And they had breastplates like 

breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was like the 

sound of chariots with many horses running into battle.  They had 

tails like scorpions, and there were stings in their tails.  Their 

power was to hurt men five months.  And they had as king over 

them the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is 

Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon. (Revelation 9:3-

11) 

  

These locusts coming out of the smoke had tails like scorpions, and they 

were given power to torment the earth-dwellers for five months, but not to 

kill them; although they will seek death and not find it.  They were told 



679 
 
not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only 

those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads (Revelation 

9:4).  In other words, the locusts were commanded not to harm anyone, 

whether they were a national power or merchants or any other person who 

had the seal of God on their foreheads.  These locusts have as king over 

them the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, 

but in Greek he has the name Apollyon (Revelation 9:11).  Both names 

mean “Destroyer.”  This angel who has the key to the bottomless pit and is 

king over the demons and fallen angels is Satan, known as Destroyer.  

  

The “bottomless pit” or “abyss” is referred to in Scripture as a place of 

demons, the place where some of the fallen angels have been bound and 

the place where Satan will be bound in the age to come for one thousand 

years (Luke 8:30-33; Revelation 20:1).   This place is also known as 

“hell/tartaros”— the deepest abyss of Hades (Strong’s #G5020).   We can 

determine then that these locusts being released from the bottomless pit 

can only refer to “demons” and could be the fallen angels described in 

2 Peter 2:4. 

  
Therefore, the final judgment for the earth-dwellers, those who are in the 

kingdom of the Antichrist who do not have the seal of God, will be an intense 

demonic attack.  The scene is that of a kingdom in utter collapse, and those in the 

kingdom being tormented by demons.  They will hope for death, but death will 

not come upon them. Those in the kingdom are seen gnawing their tongues for 

pain and blaspheming “the God of heaven because of their pains and their 

sores.” This is the end result of Gentile world power under the Antichrist 

immediately before it is destroyed by Christ.  At this point in time, after 

the fifth seal is broken and following the fifth trumpet and the fifth bowl, 

the kingdom of the Antichrist along with the Gentile nations throughout 

the entire world is seen in chaos, bringing about the near end of the 

Tribulation.  The final two trumpets and the pouring out of the final two 

bowls are the signs of the Lord’s return, bringing matters to a complete 

end.   

 

When the Sixth Trumpet sounded, a voice is heard from the throne of 

God saying, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river 

Euphrates.”  So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and 

day and month and year, were released to kill a third of mankind.  Now 

the number of the army of the horsemen was two hundred million...and the 

heads of the horses were like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths 
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came fire, smoke, and brimstone.  By these three plagues a third of 

mankind was killed- by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which 

came out of their mouths. (Revelation 9:14-16, 17, 18) 

  

The angel poured out the Sixth Bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its 

water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be 

prepared.  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the 

mouth of the dragon [Satan], out of the mouth of the beast [Antichrist], 

and out of the mouth of the false prophet.  For they are spirits of demons, 

performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole 

world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.  

“Behold, I am coming as a thief.  Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.” And they gathered 

them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon [the Mount of 

Megiddo].  (Revelation 16:12b-16) 

  

The angel sounding the sixth trumpet is commanded to “loose” four angels 

that were “bound” at the great river Euphrates.  The number “four” of 

these four angels has to do with the earth, showing the length of their 

mission, referring to the four corners of the earth.  These angels are the 

same angels as that of the “three demonic spirits” seen when the sixth 

bowl is poured out.  The number “three” in Scripture is the number of 

divine perfection.  In this particular case, the number has to do with a 

counterfeit divine perfection.  Satan, who seeks to imitate God, creates his 

own unholy trinity: the dragon, the beast and the false prophet.  This is 

why “three unclean spirits” is used.  However, just as the actual number of 

God’s angels is much greater than twenty-four elders, so also the actual 

number of these three fallen angels or demonic spirits is much greater.  

The fact that these fallen angels were “bound” indicates they could be the 

angels referred to in Genesis 6:1; 2 Peter 2:4 that fell during Jared’s day, 

before the Flood, and were sent to Tartaros bound in chains.  

 

The purpose for the drying up of the Euphrates River where the demonic 

spirits were bound was so that the way of the kings from the east might be 

prepared (Revelation 16:12c).  Although the Euphrates River is the 

largest river in the Middle East, it is apparent that this river is being used 

as a metaphor here.  Armies of today would not be blocked by a river or a 

drying up of a river, as their means of travel and warfare are highly 

sophisticated.  Rather, this metaphor implies that these fallen angels were 
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sent to remove any hindrance that would prevent the Gentile armies 

worldwide from moving into the Middle East.  The Gentile armies are 

presented as horsemen wearing breastplates of fire, brimstone and smoke; 

and the horses they ride having heads as lions, with fire, smoke and 

brimstone as well.  Numerous metaphors are being used.  The description 

of the Gentile armies is a reference to the modern day methods of war, of 

weapons, and of travel — that which will result in the most horrific, 

bloodshed war ever to take place since the history of man.   

  

The armies being led by the beast (Antichrist) and Satan will form a huge 

army numbering 200 million from all over the world.  They will be led 

into Jerusalem, specifically to a particular place referred to as 

“Armageddon,” meaning “Mount of Megiddo.”  This event will be Satan’s 

final attempt to destroy the Christ and His people.  The sixth trumpet and 

the sixth bowl then is a picture of the armies of the world under the 

Antichrist, already in complete collapse, being gathered to the Middle 

East, to the land of Israel.  And they are being gathered by demonic spirits, 

in order to attempt to destroy the restored Jews and their King, the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Christ will return during this time, right before the armies 

are gathered to the Middle East, to restore the Jews back to their land 

(since they are scattered amongst the Gentile nations).  Then, God will 

allow Satan to effect the gathering of the armies of the earth in order that 

Christ, beginning His march into battle from the Mount of Olives, will go 

forth and destroy these armies and deliver His people.   

  

The Mount of Megiddo in Revelation 16:16 encompasses the entire 

surrounding area, the valley of Megiddo, located some fifty miles north of 

Jerusalem, in order to house such a vast worldwide army.  It is no wonder 

that it is referenced as the “great day of God Almighty.”  The bloodshed 

from this battle will run up to 180 miles in length.  And it is from 

Jerusalem that the Lord Jesus Christ will go forth as the Lion of the tribe 

of Judah to tread the winepress.  

 

The Seventh Trumpet sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, 

saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our 

Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!...Then the 

temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was 

seen in His temple.  And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an 

earthquake, and great hail” (Revelation 11:15, 19). 
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The Seventh Bowl was poured out into the air, and a loud voice came out 

of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is done!”  And there 

were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great 

earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since 

men were on the earth.  Now the great city was divided into three parts, 

and the cities of the nations fell.  And great Babylon was remembered 

before God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath.  

Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.  And 

great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a 

talent.  Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, since that 

plague was exceedingly great (Revelation 16:17-21). 

 

When the seventh trumpet has sounded and the seventh bowl has been 

poured out, Man’s Day will be brought to an end; the mystery of God 

brought to completion. We see this in Revelation 11:15 and then again in 

Revelation 16:17: 

 

“The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our 

Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever!”  

 

“It is done!” (Revelation 16:17) 

   

When both of these announcements are made, there will be “lightnings, 

noises, thunderings, and a mighty earthquake [a mighty shaking], and 

great hail.    God’s final judgment will have fallen upon the kingdom of 

Babylon [a detailed description of God’s judgment upon Babylon is seen 

in Chapters eighteen through nineteen]. Great hail falling from heaven, with 

each stone weighing about 75 pounds [a talent], signifies the full measure of 

God’s judgment completed.  A great shaking [earthquake] unlike anything seen 

since man was created would also signify massive destruction of Gentile world 

power.   The judgment of Israel and the Gentile nations will be finished. 

The full revelation of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, will be made known.  

Israel will have been brought to the place of repentance, Christ will have 

fully redeemed the inheritance, and the kingdom will be transferred to 

Him.  This will open the Messianic Era, the one thousand year reign of 

Christ! 

  

Revelation chapter ten concerns “the end of judgment upon Israel and the 

nations.”  The end result of the seven seals being broken and everything 
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being brought to pass is represented by a “mighty angel” — with a 

rainbow on his head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of 

fire (Revelation 10:1) — holding a little book, which is the seven-sealed 

scroll now opened in his hand.  The mighty angel, holding the opened 

scroll, is sent by God to make the proclamation that “when the seventh 

angel is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished” 

(Revelation 10:7).  He comes down from heaven and places “his right 

foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land” showing complete 

dominance of the earth.  The rainbow on his head is in connection with a 

past judgment of Israel and the nations just as the rainbow seen in God’s 

throne in chapter four was in connection with a past judgment of 

Christians.  The rainbow in both instances depicts the end of judgment.  

Then the mighty angel cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars, seven 

thunders uttered their voices, (the fulfillment of the seven judgments), in 

which John was commanded not to write them down for the time had not 

yet come.  This was also commanded to Daniel, when the angel said, “Go 

your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of 

the end (Daniel 12:9). 

  

When the seventh angel has sounded, then the mystery of God will be 

finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets.  John was 

commanded to take the little book [scroll] out of the angel’s hand and eat 

it.  The little book contained words of judgment upon Israel because of 

their unrepentant state, and it made John’s stomach bitter.  But in the end, 

when the nation does finally repent, it will taste as sweet as honey in your 

mouth.  We see a connection in Ezekiel 2:8-3:4, where a scroll is also 

taken and eaten, with sweetness resulting.  Both of these incidents have to 

do with Israel being brought to the place of repentance.  Therefore, events 

in the Books of Revelation and Ezekiel are structured in the same way, 

both prophesying that which is yet to come concerning Israel’s judgment 

and restoration. 

 

Revelation chapter eleven reverts back to the beginning of the Tribulation 

and opens with an angel commanding John to measure the temple.  This is 

the temple that will be constructed by the Jews during the first year of the 

Tribulation.  During this period of time, God will send two witnesses from 

heaven down to earth to carry the message of salvation to the Jewish 

people in Jerusalem.  Their ministry will be for exactly 1,260 days or the 

first three and one-half years of the Tribulation.  Afterwards, the Gentiles 
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will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months, the last three and 

one-half years, during which the daily sacrifices will be taken away and 

the temple destroyed.   

  

And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy 

one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.  

(Revelation 11:3)   

  

The ministry of these two witnesses will be for an exact period of time, in 

which they will convert 144,000 Jews who in turn will minister to the 

Gentiles during the last half of the Tribulation (Revelation 7:1-8; 14:1-5).  

These two witnesses will do the most incredible thing in such a short 

amount of time, converting so many Jews worldwide.  The identity of 

these two witnesses is revealed in Scripture and we do know that they will 

be given supernatural powers and signs, that which the Jewish people 

always required (1 Corinthians 1:22).  We also know from the Old 

Testament Scriptures that God empowered two prophets to perform 

similar supernatural signs: Moses and Elijah.  Both Moses and Elijah 

appeared together on the Mount of transfiguration with Jesus and the three 

disciples (Matthew 17:3).  We also know that God will be sending Elijah 

back to the Jews on earth during the Tribulation (Malachi 4:5, 6).  These 

two witnesses will have God’s protection during the first half of the 

Tribulation and they will have powers such as Moses and Elijah had.  

They will have the authority to prevent rain during the days of their 

ministry, identifying them with Elijah, whose prayer caused it not to rain 

for three and one-half years (1 Kings 17:1; James 5:17).  Turning the 

waters into blood (Exodus 7:17-21) and striking the earth with plagues 

(Exodus 7-11) is reminiscent of Moses in Egypt.  Could they be the “two 

witnesses” sent by God to convert the 144,000 Jews?  Yes, Scripture does 

identify them, comparing Revelation 11:6 with 1 Kings 17:1 and Exodus 

7-11. Also, Jesus stated in Matthew 17:11 that “Elijah is coming first.”   

  

As soon as the two witnesses finish their testimony and convert the 

144,000 Jews, the Antichrist will break his covenant with Israel, will take 

away the daily sacrifices, will sit in the Most Holy Place and erect  the 

abomination of desolation (image of the beast); and then destroy the things 

in the temple and the city.  At the same time, the Antichrist’s motives will 

be to wipe out the Jewish people.  It is also at this exact time that the 

Antichrist will be allowed to kill the two witnesses.  Their dead bodies 
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will lie unburied for three and one-half days in the streets of Jerusalem 

(known as “the great city” which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 

where also our Lord was crucified; Revelation 11:8).  And all of the 

unrepentant Jews and unsaved Gentiles will rejoice over their death, 

because these two witnesses had tormented them with the message of truth 

and had powers over them, powers such as fire that proceeds from their 

mouth and devours their enemies (Revelation 11:5).   

  

These two witnesses are described as two olive trees and two lampstands, 

linking them to the vision in Zechariah 4:14 of “the two anointed ones, 

who stand beside the Lord of the whole earth.”   The visions in Zechariah 

chapter four, with the two witnesses at that time being Zerubbabel and 

Joshua, point to the same subject matter concerning the Jewish people in 

that future Day and the anointing of the two witnesses.  The building of 

the temple following the restoration of a remnant during Zechariah’s day 

foreshadows the building of the Millennial Temple by Christ, following 

Israel’s restoration, in that future Day of the Lord. 

  

After the unsaved have celebrated the death of these two witnesses, they 

will praise and worship “the beast” (Antichrist) who killed them.  But 

then, after three and one-half days, their celebration will come to a halt 

when the breath of life from God enters the two witnesses, and they stood 

on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them (Revelation 

11:11).  The work and ministry of these two witnesses will be finished, 

and they will ascend (be removed) into heaven by the command of God 

saying to them, “Come up here” (Revelation 11:12). 

  

And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw 

them.  In the same hour there was a  great earthquake [shaking], 

and a tenth of the city fell.  In the earthquake seven thousand 

people were killed, and the rest were afraid and gave glory to the 

God of heaven. (Revelation 11:12a, 13) )  [This has to do with the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the scattering of the Jewish people.  

The “remnant” are afraid but give God the glory] 

Revelation chapter twelve is a continuation of chapter eleven; placing 

further commentary on events surrounding Israel immediately before the 

Great Tribulation begins.  Metaphors are used throughout this chapter to 
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emphasize the things which are taking place.  For example, the “Woman” 

is someone literal, yet it is not a woman.  The woman is clearly understood 

throughout the Old Testament and in Revelation as “Israel.”  The 

symbolism of the “woman” has to do with Israel ruling over the nations 

during the Messianic Era, as God’s wife.  Israel in Revelation 12:1 is seen 

clothed with the sun [having governing authority], with the moon under 

her feet [Gentile nations under Israel’s rule], and on her head a garland of 

twelve stars [the number “twelve” in Scripture is the number of 

governmental perfection, showing regality — the twelve tribes of Israel]. 

   

Israel is referenced as being with child; she cried out in labor and in pain 

to give birth (Revelation 12:2).  This description of Israel pertains to their 

judgment during the Great Tribulation, their pain and suffering through 

this horrific time.  They will be crying out to the Lord for deliverance.  

God will hear their cry and He will prepare a safe place in the wilderness 

for them for the last three and one-half years of the Tribulation.  This 

occurrence is also prophesied in Matthew 24:16-22. 

  

A great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven 

diadems on his heads (Revelation 12:3a) will seek to destroy the woman, 

Israel.  The “dragon” referenced here and throughout the Book of 

Revelation is Satan, having seven diadems (ruling crowns; one holding 

the scepter).   

 

 His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth 

(Revelation 12:4).  This phrase is in reference to Satan and a third of his 

angels being cast out of heaven down to the earth (further commentary 

seen in Revelation 12:7), as he seeks to devour the woman, Israel, with 

great wrath — because he knows that he has a short time (Revelation 

12:12c). 
  

We see that the dragon, Satan, was ready to devour Israel’s Child as soon 

as it was born.  In keeping with the timeframe in which this is referring, 

which is the start of the Great Tribulation, we can see that the male Child 

here, used as a metaphor, has to be a newly formed “Child” or “Group” 

that is most threatening to Satan.  This newborn or newly formed “Child” 

must come from the “Woman,” the lineage of Israel, and therefore of 

Christ.  It is clear to see then that the male “Child” spoken of here is the 

144,000 Jews, those sealed by God.  This male “Child” who is to rule all 
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nations with a rod of iron and who will be caught up to God and His 

throne (Revelation 12:5), is speaking of the 144,000 Jews who will be 

chosen as co-heirs with Christ during the Messianic Era. 

 

Revelation 12:7 presents additional commentary concerning Satan and his 

angels being cast out of heaven and down to the earth.  In Revelation 

12:9, we are given the identity of “the dragon:” 

  

So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the 

Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the 

earth, and his angels were cast out with him.   

  

Revelation 12:13 gives further commentary concerning Satan being cast 

down to earth and persecuting Israel at the start of the Great Tribulation, 

just at the time when the 144,000 Jews have been sealed by God and are 

ready to minister to the Gentiles worldwide.  The people of Israel will be 

told to run for their lives and will be given a safe haven in the wilderness 

for these last three and a half years from Satan.  Though Satan will attempt 

to go there and destroy the remnant, God will protect them from him.  He 

will be enraged by his inability to destroy the woman, Israel, and part of 

the 144,000 Jews in the wilderness, so then he resorts to making war 

against the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and 

have the testimony of Jesus Christ (Revelation 12:17).  This is the 

remaining remnant of Jews (144,000) who are scattered, who have 

received the testimony of Jesus Christ and have kept God’s 

commandments.   

  

Revelation chapter thirteen gives additional commentary on the identity 

of “the beast from the sea” and “the beast from the earth.”  The “sea” is 

usually used in Scripture to refer to the Gentile nations and the “land or 

earth” is used to refer to the nation of Israel.  Therefore, the beast arising 

from the “sea” or Gentile nations will be a Gentile from a Gentile land.  

And the second beast arising from the “earth,” specifically from the nation 

of Israel, will no doubt be a Jew from the land of Israel. 

 

The beast from the sea is revealed to be a political leader, who, by means 

of deception, will achieve worldwide dominion.  In the Book of 

Revelation, he is first mentioned in chapter six, verse one, riding forth, 

conquering and to conquer.  He is known as the Antichrist, and is the 
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second beast of the unholy trinity of Satan.   

 

The beast from the earth is revealed to be a false spiritual prophet and 

leader, who will have power from Satan to perform supernatural powers 

and signs.  He will direct his attention to the beast from the sea, the 

Antichrist, causing those who dwell on the earth to worship him.  He will 

be a Jew, causing both Jews and Gentiles to worship the image of the 

beast or be killed.  He is known as the False Prophet, and is the second 

beast of the unholy trinity of Satan. 

  

The beast from the sea, the Antichrist, is the one whom Satan and the 

False Prophet direct their attention.  It is this man that Satan will give 

control of Gentile world power by extending “his power, his throne, and 

great authority.” (Revelation 13:2) 

                        

All three (Satan, Antichrist and False Prophet) will form the unholy 

trinity.  Satan will imitate God, forming his trinity as a counterfeit to the 

Holy Trinity.  The first beast, the Antichrist, will be the son of Satan and 

the second beast, the False Prophet will be the counterfeit spirit, imitating 

the Holy Spirit.  As the Spirit gives all the attention to Jesus Christ, the 

False Prophet will give all the attention to the Antichrist.  Miracles and 

signs will be performed by the False Prophet to draw attention to and 

worship the Antichrist.  

  

He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down 

from heaven on the earth in the sight of men.  (Revelation 13:13) 

  

The Antichrist and his kingdom is seen so closely parallel with Satan that 

the dragon himself is depicted as having the seven heads and ten crowned 

horns in Revelation 12:3.   In Revelation 13:1, the Antichrist is seen 

having seven heads and ten horns: 

  

Then I stood on the sand of the sea.  And I saw a beast rising up 

out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns 

ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name.  

  

The Antichrist will be considered the seventh head commanding a ten-

kingdom federation of nations (Psalm 83:5).  And according to 

Revelation 17:9, 10, these seven heads have to do with “seven 
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mountains” depicting “seven kings.”  The ten-kingdom federation is 

referenced by the use of “ten horns,” also referring to “ten kings,” in 

Daniel 7:7.  This seventh head or seventh ruler (Antichrist) in Revelation 

13:2, 3 will be killed and then will be raised from the dead after he comes 

into power.  In Revelation chapter seventeen he is seen ascending out of 

the bottomless pit (abyss).  Then, once the Antichrist has been raised, he is 

viewed as an eighth beast, though he is still connected as the seventh 

beast.  When this occurs, the earth dwellers who witness this event will 

marvel, saying, “Who is like the beast?  Who is able to make war with 

him?” (Revelation 13:4) 

  

To fully understand the Antichrist as the seventh ruler, then the eighth 

after his resurrection, we must look to the Book of Daniel.  The Book of 

Daniel concerns God’s dealings with the nation of Israel, from the time 

God placed them in the hands of the Gentiles under Nebuchadnezzar, the 

first king of Babylon [the first king in regards to “the four great beasts”], 

in 605 B.C. to the end times, when once again God will place Israel under 

the future Antichrist, the last king of Babylon.  During Nebuchadnezzar’s 

invasion of the kingdom of Judah, the Jewish people were taken out of 

their land and transferred to Babylon.  Israel was placed in the hands of 

the Gentiles then, and will continue to be in the hands of the Gentiles until 

the Antichrist’s kingdom in the future is put down.  This is a time referred 

in Scripture as “the times of the Gentiles.”  

  

The Assyrian Antichrist will be considered the seventh and then the eighth 

ruler of Babylon, and will represent the fourth sequential kingdom (the 

fourth of “the four great beasts” of Daniel 2), forming the one 

Babylonian kingdom, one world kingdom yet future.  In Daniel 2:31, 

Daniel’s image is seen standing in Babylon before the king.  Therefore, 

one kingdom is in view, and the kingdom represented by the image is 

Babylonian throughout all four parts of the image.   
  

The three powers, coming from different areas (represented by the head of 

gold, the breast and arms of silver, and the belly and thighs of brass), all 

reigned from Babylon.  Nebuchadnezzar and his successors were the head 

of gold and reigned in Babylon.  Then, the Medes and Persians 

represented by the arms of silver conquered the Babylonian kingdom and 

they reigned in Babylon.  The third conquest of Babylon was by the 

Grecians, who were the belly and thighs of brass, and they reigned in 
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Babylon.  Babylon was the only kingdom presented in Daniel’s image, 

ruled by four conquerors.  Then Daniel identifies the fourth part of the 

image, the fourth and last conqueror of Babylon, and is represented by the 

legs of iron and by the feet part of iron and part of clay.  This undoubtedly 

will be the kingdom of the Antichrist.  He will also reign in Babylon in 

the future, and it will consist of a one world kingdom.   

 

Beginning in Daniel 11:3, the context concerns the rise and fall of six 

kings, followed by the rise of a seventh.  Daniel noted that after Alexander 

the Great’s death, this third Greco-Babylonian kingdom would be divided 

among his four generals (Daniel 11:4).  And out of one of these four 

kingdoms which consist of Macedonia, Egypt, Seleucid and Thrace (all 

four within the ancient Greco-Babylonian Empire), the future Assyrian 

Antichrist will arise, referred to as the little horn in Daniel 7:8; 8:8, 9.  

Then in Daniel 11:5, the future Antichrist will continue with the conquest 

of three more kings – the king of the South, the king of the North, and the 

raiser of taxes.  Therefore, the Antichrist will be the seventh king, the last 

king of Babylon.  Then, details concerning this seventh king begin in 

Daniel 11:21 and move along through the remainder of Daniel chapter 11, 

concluding with his fall and end.   

  

The Antichrist is seen numerous places in the Old Testament, referred to 

in different ways and by different names.  There is a tremendous amount 

of information concerning this man and because of this it should come as 

no surprise as to who he is when he arises on the scene.  But 

unfortunately, because of man’s lack of knowledge concerning this man 

and from the Word of God altogether, he will be able to rise on the scene 

and deceive the masses, and this includes many in Israel.  God will have 

raised this man up to accomplish His plan and purpose for Israel.  This 

man, who will seek to destroy Israel, will be the person whose actions God 

will use to bring about Israel’s deliverance.  The same distressful wailing 

to be heard in the camp of Israel in Babylon during Nebuchadnezzar’s 

reign was heard in the camp during the days of the Assyrian Pharaoh in 

Egypt and will be heard again during the days of the future Assyrian 

Antichrist.  Only this time, with the future Antichrist, God will succeed in 

bringing Israel to the place of repentance and to bring about their final 

deliverance.    

 

The False Prophet is introduced in Revelation 13:11 having two horns 
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like a lamb and spoke like a dragon.  The lamb with two horns is the 

emblem of Jewish worship and religious authority; therefore, there is no 

doubt that the False Prophet will be a Jew and a false spiritual leader.  His 

message and authority will come from the devil, indicating that his speech 

is filled with false, deceiving messages portraying a holy man outwardly, 

but inside he will be full of evil.  After the Antichrist is killed and then 

allowed by God to be raised from the Pit, the False Prophet will have 

those who dwell on the earth to make an image of the first beast for idol 

worship.  The False Prophet will be granted power to give life to the 

image of the beast, so that the image will be able to both speak and cause 

those on the earth to worship it or be killed by it.    

  

 A type of this image is referenced in the Old Testament with the king of 

Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, who had set up an image of gold as a symbol 

of the character of Babylon under his rule, and all were commanded to 

worship his image or be cast into the fiery furnace (Daniel 3:1).    There 

were three Jews—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego — whom the king 

had placed over the affairs in the province of Babylon, who refused to 

worship the image, and were cast into the furnace of fire.  The furnace was 

heated seven times hotter than normal; so hot, that it slew the men casting 

them into the fire.  But the three Jews were protected in the fire, with 

Christ in their midst, that not a hair on their head was singed, nor did they 

smell like smoke when they were removed from the furnace.  The king 

realized what had occurred and decreed that all peoples, nations, and 

tongues were to recognize and honor the God of the Jews. 

  

This event foretells the events of the Tribulation, in which once again the 

world will be commanded to worship an image or be killed, and the Jews 

who refuse will receive salvation from God; the end result will be 

deliverance of the Jewish people, and the God of the Jews recognized and 

honored by the Gentile nations.   

  

The image and the False Prophet will also cause all to receive a mark of 

the beast, which would consist of either his name or his number.  The 

name or the number of the beast will be placed either on the right hand or 

on the forehead.  Again, Satan imitates God and uses the same means to 

attempt to place ownership and authority over man, but Satan’s reasons 

are done for evil and to destroy man.  The mark is an evil counterfeit of 

the seal on the foreheads of the servants of God.  Without this mark, no 
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one will be able to buy or sell.  The name of the beast is not provided, 

however the number of his name is given as “the number of a man: His 

number is 666.”   With all of this information provided of the Antichrist 

and the False Prophet, it would be very easy to identify them when they do 

surface.  And the time is near when they will arise and come upon the 

whole world with destruction in their heart. 

  

Revelation chapter fourteen concerns the 144,000 witnesses, with 

additional commentary to that which was previously given in Revelation 

chapters seven and twelve.  These three chapters present different 

information concerning the 144,000 Jews.  Revelation chapter seven 

provides information concerning the sealing of the 144,000, and their 

witnessing to the multitudes.  Revelation chapter twelve presents them as 

the male Child after all 144,000 have been saved (the new birth), and 

gives the time period (the first half of the Tribulation) when this is 

complete. 

 

During the beginning of the Great Tribulation (last three and a half years) 

when the abomination of desolation is committed in the Temple, the 

Jewish people in Jerusalem and Judea will be told to run for their lives.  A 

segment of the people will escape from the devil to a place that God has 

prepared for them in the wilderness or the mountains.  And the remainder, 

the remnant, will either be killed or sold as slaves to the Gentiles.  Most of 

the Jews who are alive will be driven out of their land and scattered among 

the Gentile nations.   Jerusalem and the Temple will be destroyed at this 

time.  After the Antichrist has done his damage and the judgments are 

complete, then the Jewish people will repent and cry out to the Lord.  It is 

at this point in time that the Lord Jesus Christ will return and restore the 

Jewish people back to their land.  He will send His angels out to re-gather 

all of the Jews from the Gentile nations.  He will stand on the Mount of 

Olives with a rod of iron to war against the nations in the battle of 

Armageddon and He will deliver His people from them.   (Zechariah 

14:3, 4) 
  

All of the nations of the earth, to include Babylon, will be utterly 

destroyed.  The governments of the earth, along with trade and commerce, 

will collapse and cease to exist.  This will mark the end of Man’s Day.  

The Messianic Era will at this point be ushered in and the kingdom of this 

world will become the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
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Revelation chapter fourteen provides an explanation of events 

surrounding the removal of the 144,000 Jews (male Child) from the earth 

at the beginning of the Great Tribulation: She bore a male Child who was 

to rule all nations with a rod of iron.  And her Child was caught up to God 

and His throne.  Then the woman [Israel] fled into the wilderness, where 

she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one 

thousand two hundred and sixty days [three and a half years] (Revelation 

12:5, 6).  
 

The male Child, the 144,000 Jews, is now seen in Revelation 14:1-5 in 

Christ’s presence on Mount Zion in heaven: 

Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and 

with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His 

Father’s name written on their foreheads.  And I heard a voice 

from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of 

loud thunder.  And I heard the sound of harpist playing their 

harps.  They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before 

the four living creatures, and the elders; and no one could learn 

that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were 

redeemed from the earth.   

  

These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are 

virgins.  These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He 

goes.  These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to 

God and to the Lamb.  And in their mouth was found no deceit, for 

they are without fault before the throne of God.  

  

Just as the 144,000 Jews will have carried God’s message worldwide to 

the Gentile nations during the last half of the Tribulation, so also will the 

entire Jewish nation carry God’s message worldwide to the Gentile nations 

during the Millennium:   

  

“The remnant of Israel shall do no unrighteousness and speak no 

lies, Nor shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth; For they 

shall feed their flocks and lie down, And no one shall make them 

afraid.” (Zephaniah 3:13) 

  

The removal of the 144,000 Jews from the earth is seen in Revelation 

12:4-6 following the casting of Satan and his angels out of heaven to the 
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earth and at the time when the Jewish people in Jerusalem and Judea flee 

for their lives.  This will take place at the beginning of the Great 

Tribulation.  The 144,000 Jews will be removed from Satan’s and 

Antichrist’s domain on earth, and transported to heaven before the throne 

of God.  Then after they have been trained for their position as ministers 

of the gospel of the kingdom, they will be sent back to the earth to 

proclaim the gospel to the Gentiles worldwide for three and one-half 

years, until the end of the Messianic Era.   

 

This event is revealed in Matthew 24:14: 

  

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world 

as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.” 

  

The 144,000 Jews are considered “firstfruits” to God and to the Lamb, that 

is, they are ranked the first fruit of the nation, the first to produce the fruit 

of the message of the kingdom to all the earth.  Just as Christ is the 

firstfruits of all those who have died, the first to be resurrected and is the 

guarantee of our resurrection, so also are the 144,000 Jews the firstfruits of 

the nation during the Tribulation, because of their ministry worldwide.   

 

But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep...But each one in his own 

order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at 

His coming.  (1 Corinthians 15:20, 23) 

  

These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God 

and to the Lamb.  (Revelation 14:4b) 

  

The 144,000 Jews were “redeemed from the earth,” and were “redeemed 

from among men” first during the Tribulation because these are the ones 

who were not defiled with women, for they are virgins (Revelation 14:4).  

In other words, they remained pure, rejected false doctrine and did not 

worship other gods.  Regarding their testimony for Christ, Their mouth 

was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the throne of God 

(Revelation 14:5). 

  

And because they were redeemed first from the Tribulation, being 

“firstfruits to God and to the Lamb,” they sang as it were a new song 
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before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no 

one could learn that song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand 

who were redeemed from the earth (Revelation 14:3).  Since this song is 

about those who will be kings and priests in the kingdom, only those 

redeemed from the earth during the Tribulation who are chosen as the 

elect (144,000 Jews) are allowed to learn it and sing it.   

  

Immediately after the 144,000 Jews have been introduced in Revelation 

14:1-5 before the throne of God, an angel is seen flying in the midst of 

heaven, having the “everlasting” [meaning “age-lasting” or “Millennial”] 

gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, 

tongue, and people—saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory 

to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who 

made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.”    (Revelation 

14:6, 7) 

  

This angel in Revelation 14:6, 7, seen flying in heaven amongst the 

throne where the 144,000 Jews were present, was simply making an 

announcement.  The everlasting [“age-lasting”] gospel, which the angel 

possessed, would be given to the 144,000 Jews to preach to those who 

dwell on the earth — to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people — from 

the Tribulation until the end of the Millennium.  Israel is the nation whom 

God called into existence to deliver His message to the Gentile nations 

throughout the earth, not angels.  And in view of Israel’s calling, the 

reference in these verses has to do with an angel appearing with the 

message that the 144,000 are to go back to the earth to proclaim until the 

end of the Millennium.   

  

Then, in Revelation 14:8-11, two other angels make additional 

announcements to the 144,000 Jews so that they again would relay the 

message to the Gentile nations on the earth.  We see in Revelation 14:12 

that the third angel is speaking about the 144,000 Jews and those saved on 

the earth, saying to them, “Here is the patience of the saints; here are 

those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” 

  

The ministry of the 144,000 Jews will reach the ends of the earth over a 

short period of time (three and a half years).  Then, immediately after the 

Tribulation, when Christ returns, He will gather the nation of Israel, 

deliver them to the wilderness to be judged, and restore them to their land, 



696 
 
with the scepter placed back in Israel’s hands and the theocracy restored to 

them.  Then, judgment on the Gentile nations is seen in Revelation 14:14-

16:  

Then I looked and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One 

like the Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in 

His hand a sharp sickle.  And another angel came out of the 

temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, 

“Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for  the time has come for You to 

reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.”  So He who sat on the 

cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped.   

  

But first, Christ and His angels will gather the whole house of Israel from 

the Gentile nations of the earth, including those who are dead, and bring 

them back to their land.  In order for the promises of God and the 

prophecies to be fulfilled, the nation of Israel as a whole must be 

resurrected as an earthly people and restored to an earthly land for an age-

lasting and eternal possession.   

  

Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house 

of Israel.  They indeed say, Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, 

and we ourselves are cut off!”  Therefore prophesy and say to 

them, “Thus says the Lord God: “Behold, O My people, I will open 

your graves and cause you to come up from your graves, and bring 

you into the land of Israel.  Then you shall know that I am the 

Lord, when I have opened your graves, O people, and brought you 

up from your graves.  I will put My Spirit in you, and you shall 

live, and I will place you in your own land.  Then you shall know 

that I, the Lord, have spoken it and performed it,” says the Lord.’” 

(Ezekiel 37:11-14) 

  

Then say to them, Thus says the Lord God, “Surely I will take the 

children of Israel from among the nations, wherever they have 

gone, and will gather them from every side and bring them into 

their own land; and I will make them one nation in the land, on the 

mountain of Israel. (Ezekiel 37:21, 22) 

  

Since the 144,000 Jews have been received by God as the firstfruits of His 

harvest, and the whole house of Israel has been gathered back to their land 
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in preparation for the harvest (gathering for the end of the age), the rest of 

the harvest of the earth is now ripe for judgment, as well as for 

deliverance. Christ will deal with the main harvest— judgment on the 

nations, the destruction of Gentile world power.   Those among the saved 

(Gentiles) who came out of the Tribulation alive, both faithful and 

unfaithful, will appear for judgment before Christ.  The faithful and 

unfaithful at this time will be separated, as seen in Matthew 25:31-46.  It 

appears that this will be a judgment of the saved Gentiles who survived 

the Tribulation.  Once the whole of the nation of Israel is gathered back to 

their land, then God will gather in the Gentile nations to the Mount of 

Megiddo outside of Jerusalem for battle; the battle of the great day of God 

Almighty” (Revelation 16:14c). 
 

This is what is meant by “gather the cluster of the vine of the earth” 

[gathering the Gentile nations] into “the great winepress of the wrath of 

God” [battle of God Almighty] seen in Revelation 14:17-20: 

  

Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he 

also having a sharp sickle.  And another angel came out from the 

altar, who had power over fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him 

who had the sharp sickle, saying, ‘Thrust in your sharp sickle and 

gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully 

ripe.”  So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered 

the vine of the earth [Gentile nations], and threw it into the great 

winepress of the wrath of God.  And the winepress was trampled 

outside the city [outside the city of Jerusalem in the valley of 

Megiddo], and blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses’ 

bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs.   

 

A parallel to this Scripture can be seen in Revelation 19:14, 15: 

  

And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, 

followed Him on white horses.  Now out of His mouth goes a sharp 

sword, that with it He should strike the nations.  And He Himself 

will rule them with a rod of iron.  He Himself treads the winepress 

of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 

  

We can also relate the previous Scripture with the fulfillment of Joel’s 

prophecy from the Old Testament: 
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For behold, in those days and at that time, when I bring back the 

captives of Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather all nations 

[referring to Gentile nations of the earth], and bring them down to 

the Valley of Jehoshaphat [the name “Jehoshaphat” means “The 

Lord Judges” and is probably a symbolic name for the great battle 

in the Valley of Megiddo].   

  

And I will enter into judgment with them there on account of My 

people, My heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the 

nations, they have divided up My land.  They have cast lots for My 

people...Behold, I will raise them [Israel] out of the place to which 

you have sold them, and will return your retaliation upon your own 

head.  

 

Proclaim this among the nations: “Prepare for war!...Assemble 

and come, all you nations, and gather together all around...For 

there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations.  Put in the 

sickle, for the harvest is ripe.  Come, go down; for the winepress is 

full, The vats overflow—for their wickedness is great.”  (Joel 3:1-

3, 7, 9, 11-13) 

  

The following is a summary of the sequence of events that will occur 

during the Tribulation: 

  

1)  After the Church is removed from the earth to heaven, and immediately 

following their judgment, Christ will open the seven-sealed scroll, which 

contains the redemption of the inheritance, opening the Tribulation. The five 

seals, to include the five trumpets and the five bowls, will bring about the 

most horrific judgments that ever came upon the earth and will last for 

approximately seven years.  Beginning with the first seal, the Antichrist 

will come into power and deceive the nations, including the nation of 

Israel, with a covenant of peace.  The Jewish Temple will be rebuilt and 

the two witnesses will be sent down from heaven to minister and convert 

the 144,000 Jews.  Babylon will also be rebuilt, and will be the place 

where the Antichrist sets his throne. These events will take place the first 

three and a half years of the Tribulation.   

  

2) The second through the fifth seal reveals the events of the Great 

Tribulation, the last three and one-half years.  This is when the Antichrist 
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will break his covenant with the nation of Israel, will commit the 

abomination of desolation in the Temple, will desecrate the city of 

Jerusalem and the Temple, and will slay many Jews (Zechariah 13:8), 

with the remaining being sold as slaves and scattered amongst the Gentile 

nations.  A remnant will flee to the mountains or to the wilderness and will 

be protected by God.  Satan will be cast down to earth from heaven and 

with great wrath will attempt to kill the remnant in the wilderness and then 

the remaining who are scattered amongst the nations.    The 144,000 Jews 

will be removed from the earth to heaven for a short period of time to be 

taught God’s message and then sent back to carry the message to all the 

nations of the earth.  Many Gentiles, who are saved from the ministry of 

the 144,000 Jewish Evangels and who do not worship the beast, will be 

slain for the testimony of Jesus Christ.  They will be the martyrs found 

under the altar in Christ’s presence in heaven. The two witnesses will be 

killed and on the third day, they will be raised alive to heaven.   These four 

judgments will bring about widespread war, death, famine, and pestilence 

upon the earth from the governments under the Antichrist.  A third of 

mankind will die throughout the earth. 

  

3)  The sixth seal reveals the cries of Israel to God and the return of the 

Lord Jesus Christ to the earth.  Along with His angels, Christ will gather 

the whole nation of Israel (now as a repentant and believing people), judge 

them in the Wilderness, and bring them back to their land (those dead and 

alive).  The entire world, to include Babylon and the Antichrist, will groan 

because of the total collapse of the government, of trade and commerce.  

Christ will judge those who are saved Gentiles and separate the faithful 

from the unfaithful.  Then, Christ will gather the Gentile nations into the 

Mount of Megiddo outside of Jerusalem for the great battle of Almighty 

God.  The armies of the beast will consist of 200 million soldiers.  Christ 

will capture the beast (Antichrist) and the false prophet and cast them alive 

into the lake of fire.  The remaining soldiers who followed them and 

fought against Christ will be slain with the sword of His mouth.  Then, 

Christ will capture Satan, bound and cast him into the bottomless pit for 

one thousand years (the Messianic Era). 

  

4)  The seventh seal marks the completion of Man’s Day and the ushering 

in of the Messianic Era. The nation of Israel will be restored to their land, 

having immortal natural bodies (like Adam and Eve before they sinned) 

and inherit the earthly kingdom, along with the redeemed Gentiles (Amos 
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9:12). Israel will minister the gospel of the kingdom to the Gentiles.  The 

twelve tribes of Israel will rule and reign with Christ from Jerusalem over 

the Gentile nations.  The Bride of Christ from among the Church, some 

Old Testament saints and the martyrs from the Tribulation (Tribulation 

saints) will inherit the heavenly kingdom, having spiritual, glorified, 

heavenly bodies and will rule and reign from the kingdom of heaven over 

all the earth, sharing the throne with Christ. 

  

Revelation chapter seventeen presents a detailed word-picture of why 

God allowed Israel’s desolations in the past, the purpose for the 

Tribulation, and God’s purpose for Israel in the future.  After the seventh 

bowl is poured out, everything seen in Revelation 17-19 pertains to the 

beast (Antichrist), his kingdom, and the harlot woman (Israel) involved in 

this kingdom.  This is the subject matter seen in these chapters 

immediately before the destruction of Gentile world power and the end of 

Man’s Day.  But overall, the main scope of Revelation chapter seventeen 

through the first part of Revelation chapter twenty has to do with God’s 

plan and purpose regarding the Jews, the Gentiles and the Church being 

brought to fruition.   

  

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and 

talked with me, saying to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment 

of the great harlot who sits on many waters, with whom the kings 

of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth 

were made drunk with the wine of her fornication.  So he carried 

me away in the Spirit into the wilderness.  And I saw a woman 

sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, 

having seven heads and ten horns.  The woman was arrayed in 

purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and 

pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and 

the filthiness of her fornication.  And on her forehead a name was 

written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 

HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATONS OF THE EARTH. 

 

I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the 

blood of the martyrs of Jesus.  And when I saw her, I marveled 

with great amazement.  (Revelation 17:1-6) 

  

Both the “beast” and the “woman” are used as metaphors here.  We 
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understand from previous chapters in Revelation that the “beast” is the 

Antichrist and the “woman” is used to reference Israel.  John was “carried 

away in the Spirit into the wilderness” to be shown what will take place 

between the Antichrist and Israel during the Tribulation on earth.  The 

woman, Israel, was seen sitting on a scarlet beast (on the Antichrist) 

having seven heads and ten horns.  Not only was the Antichrist covered in 

scarlet, but the woman was also arrayed in purple and scarlet, and 

adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls.    The woman is 

dressed as a queen, one of royalty and wealth.  And she was full of 

abominations and sin, committing adultery against the Lord.  She is 

pictured as a harlot residing in the worldwide kingdom of the beast.  Then, 

the matter presents further details concerning the woman, Israel and the 

beast, Antichrist.  The word “mystery” is used, which usually refers to 

something made known in the Old Testament but not fully revealed, as 

kept hidden.  However, the unveiling of this “mystery” is revealed in the 

New Testament, here in Revelation chapter seventeen. 

 

Let us look at how the Old Testament first presents this “hidden mystery.”  

The beast in the Old Testament is shown in Nimrod, the first king of 

Babylon (Genesis 10), but more so with Nebuchadnezzar in the Book of 

Daniel, then continuing with the succeeding kings of Babylon and 

concludes with the last king of Babylon, the Antichrist.  There were other 

kings from the Old Testament, like the Assyrian Pharaoh of Egypt, who 

were also a type of the Antichrist, just as Egypt was a type of the world.  

And with these kings, these types of the beast, we always see them in 

conjunction with the nation of Israel. 

 

Israel is always in the midst of matters with these surrounding nations.  

The appearing of these beasts (Antichrists) began in Genesis, continued 

throughout the Old Testament, then the New Testament and concludes in 

Revelation.  And this will not end until Christ returns.   

  

In reference to “the great harlot,” we have numerous Scriptures identifying 

the harlot woman as the nation of Israel.  In the Old Testament, God 

placed many judgments upon Israel because of the Jewish people’s 

continued disobedience over centuries of time.  God took away their land 

and drove them out amongst the Gentile nations.  And the major reason for 

Israel’s punishment was harlotry, as Israel, who is the wife of God, was 

committing adultery with the surrounding Gentile nations (Jeremiah 3:1, 
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14, 20).  God forbade Israel to have national relationships with the 

surrounding Gentile nations, but Israel continually disobeyed the Lord 

with their illicit relations, forming a union with those nations who did not 

believe in God, but worshiped idols and committed all sorts of 

wickedness.  The following Scriptures in the Old Testament reference 

Israel’s harlotry and clearly identify Israel as the harlot woman.   

 

But you trusted in your own beauty, played the harlot because of 

your fame, and poured out your harlotry on everyone passing by 

who would have it.  You took some of your garments and adorned 

multicolored high places for yourself, and played the harlot on 

them.  Such things should not happen, nor be.  You have also taken 

your beautiful jewelry from My gold and My silver, which I had 

given you, and made for yourself male images and played the 

harlot with them... 

 

Moreover you took your sons and your daughters, whom you bore 

to Me, and these you sacrificed to them to be devoured.  Were your 

acts of harlotry a small matter, that you have slain My children 

and offered them up to them by causing them to pass through the 

fire?  And in all your abominations and acts of harlotry you did 

not remember the days of your youth, when you were naked and 

bare, struggling in your blood. 

 

You offered yourself to everyone who passed by, and multiplied 

your acts of harlotry.  You also committed harlotry with the 

Egyptians, your very fleshly neighbors, and increased your acts of 

harlotry to provoke Me to anger. 

 

You are an adulterous wife, who take strangers instead of her 

husband...And I will judge you as women who bread wedlock or 

shed blood are judged; I will bring blood upon you in fury and 

jealousy.  I will also give you into their hand, and they shall throw 

down your shrines and break down your high places.  They shall 

also strip you of your clothes, take your beautiful jewelry, and 

leave you naked and bare. (Ezekiel 16:15-17, 20-22, 25, 26, 32, 

38, 39) 

  

I will do these things to you because you have gone as a harlot  
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after the Gentiles, because you have  become defiled by their idols.  

(Ezekiel 23:30)  

  

 How the faithful city has become a harlot!  (Isaiah 1:21)  

 

The unveiling of this “mystery” in Revelation chapter seventeen then has 

to do with Israel’s harlotry coming to its peak and this is the reason why 

God will remove them from their land and scatter them among the Gentile 

nations.  This is the reason why God will place severe judgment upon 

them — to bring their harlotry to an end and for the purpose of cleansing 

them with a view to an inheritance.   

  

Revelation chapter seventeen presents the woman, Israel, as one dressed 

in royalty and regality.  Furthermore, we see in Revelation 17:18 that the 

woman is also identified as “that great city, that reigns over the kings of 

the earth.”  The “mystery” is that Jerusalem [the Jewish people] is 

associated with “that great city, Babylon.”  Even though the woman is 

identified as possessing regal authority over the Gentile nations of the 

earth, Israel will not be exercising regal power and authority until the 

Millennium.  However, she is still considered God’s firstborn sons 

(sonship implies rulership).  Because of God’s covenant to Abraham, 

Israel has always been recognized by God in a regal capacity.  And this is 

why Israel is not to be reckoned among the nations (Numbers 23:9).   

Only one nation on the earth possesses a position of regal authority over 

the Gentile nations and that is the nation of Israel. Only one nation on the 

earth is considered to be a nation with God – the nation of Israel.  And this 

is why, for the past 3,500 years since God made the covenant with 

Abraham, Satan (who has held the scepter) has done everything within his 

power to destroy Israel.   

  

Israel will hold the scepter on earth over the Gentile nations during the 

Millennium, but first they must come to a place of repentance; they must 

be cleansed and restored. They have been guilty of continued disobedience 

against God, playing the harlot with other nations, committing acts of 

idolatry, and shedding the blood of their own prophets.  

 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones 

those who are sent to her! (Luke 13:34) 
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I saw the woman [Israel] drunk with the blood of the saints and 

with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.  (Revelation 17:6) 

 

Israel’s disobedience is mainly due to their involvement with the 

surrounding nations. (The Gentile nations today rule under Satan and his 

angels.  But Israel, not to be reckoned among the nations, occupies a 

position separate from this rule, as the only nation with God.)  Because 

Israel will no longer be in her land, having left her spiritual heritage and 

scattered among the nations, she will be intertwined with the world’s 

materialism and wealth.  The kings of the earth will have committed 

adultery with Israel (by forbidden national relationships), having been 

made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 

 

This will place the kings of the earth in a wealthy position because of 

Israel’s condition and likewise Israel will also become wealthy in the 

world — but separated from God’s spiritual blessings.  This is the reason 

God will allow the Gentile nations under the rule of the Antichrist and 

Satan to bring about the most horrific form of persecution against the 

Jewish people.  This is revealed in Revelation 17:16, 17: 

  

And the ten horns [ten-kingdom federation] which you saw on the 

beast, these will hate the harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat 

her flesh and burn her with fire.  For God has put it into their 

hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their 

kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 

  

The ten-kingdom federation [Gentile nations in the Middle East] of the 

beast will hate Israel, and will attempt to wipe her out completely, not 

realizing that their power and wealth was due to Israel.  They are wealthy 

because they will be holding the scepter at that time over Israel and 

because of their relations with the nation of Israel.  By attempting to 

destroy Israel, they will be destroying themselves as well, as this will 

bring about God’s wrath and vengeance upon them.  God will take the 

scepter from them, take their possessions and wealth and destroy them.    

 

And the presiding is the focus of Revelation chapter eighteen.  Since 

Israel will play the harlot with the Gentile nations and become wealthy, 

sharing in their sins and idolatry, she is considered “Babylon the Great.”   
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This is the “mystery.”  We see in Daniel 11:39 that the Antichrist will 

cause the strongest Gentile nations to worship Satan [a foreign god], and 

he shall cause them to divide the holy land for gain (See also Joel 3:2).  

Israel shall be divided and will prosper under the rule of the Antichrist.  

The merchants of the world will sell their merchandise and will become 

rich by her, and she will become part of the “great city, Babylon.”  

 

The Antichrist will succeed in forming this “great city, Babylon” with 

Israel as its center, being divided amongst the surrounding Gentile nations 

— to include Iraq (where re-built Babylon is located; the dwelling place of 

the Antichrist), Iran, Syria, Egypt, even Ethiopia and Libya.  The holy 

land will be full of abominations, with the kings of the earth committing 

fornication with her and living luxuriously with her.  This indicates that 

the great city, Babylon and the great harlot are one and the same — Israel 

—as revealed in Revelation 18:24:  and in her was found the blood of 

prophets and saints, and of all who were slain on the earth.  The Jewish 

people alone are responsible for the death of the Old Testament and New 

Testament prophets and saints.   But in “one hour” Babylon the Great will 

be destroyed by the wrath of God.  In one hour, God will avenge the holy 

apostles and prophets on Israel and the nations (Revelation 18:20). 

  

“Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling 

place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for 

every unclean and hated bird! For all the nations have drunk of the 

wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have 

committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth 

have become rich through the abundance of her luxury.”  

(Revelation 18:2a, 3) 

  

The identity and condition of Babylon is first seen in the Old Testament: 

  

“Babylon is fallen, is fallen! And all the carved images of her gods 

He has broken to the ground.” 

 

 Oh my threshing and the grain of my floor!  (Isaiah 21:9a, 10) 

  

“Oh My threshing” is a metaphor for the punishment coming on Judah.   It 

is evident in these Scriptures, both in the Old Testament and in the New 

Testament, that Israel had become “that great city, Babylon.”  
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In the Book of Revelation, the first mention of the fall of Israel and the 

Gentile nations (the fall of its governments, commerce and trade) is seen 

in Revelation 14:8 as another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen, 

is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the 

wine of the wrath of her fornication.”   

  

Then there is great mourning because of the collapse of trade and 

commerce.  God’s judgment upon Israel and the nations will be to bring 

their kingdoms down and to reduce them to nothing; a complete desolation 

of the kingdom of men.  This downfall will result in the foul and 

loathsome soreness in the hearts of men.  They will be in deep despair as 

they see their kingdom and their riches collapsing all around them.   

  

And all the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, 

for no one buys their merchandise anymore: merchandise of gold 

and silver, precious stones and pearls…   

 

The fruit that your soul longed for has gone from you, and all the 

things which are rich and splendid have gone from you, and you 

shall find them no more at all.  The merchants of these things, who 

became rich by her, will stand at a distance for fear of her torment, 

weeping and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city that 

was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with 

gold and precious stones and pearls!  For in one hour such great 

riches came to nothing.’ (Revelation 18:11, 12, 14-17a) 

  

The following charts reference Scriptures that depict Israel as being 

associated with Babylon.   
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Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots 
and of the Abominations of the Earth: 
  Past and Future 

  
 The following charts compare Scriptures that show their relation to end time 

prophecies, as well as the identity, condition and final outcome of Babylon: 

  

  

Scriptures that relate to end time prophecies:  
  

Babylon's Future Condition        

#ÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅÓ         
The Book of Ezekiel: 

  

23:28--"For thus says the Lord 

God: 'Surely I will deliver you 

(Israel) into the hand of those 

you hate, into the hand of those 

(Babylonians) from whom you 

alienated yourself.  They will deal 

hatefully with you, take away all 

you have worked for, both your 

lewdness and your harlotry.  I 

will do these things to you 

because you have gone as a 

harlot after the Gentiles, because 

you have become defiled by their 

idols." 

  

  

The Book of Isaiah: 

  

51:24--" And I will repay 

Babylon and all the  

inhabitants of Chaldea for all 

the evil they have done in Zion 

in your sight," says the Lord.”  

  

47:5--O daughter of the 

Chaldeans (Babylon); for you 

shall no longer be called The 

Lady of Kingdoms.  I was 

angry with My people; I have 

profaned My inheritance, and 

given them into your hand.  

You showed them no 

mercy…And you have said in 

your heart, I am, and there is 

no one else besides me. 

Therefore evil shall come upon 

you…And desolation shall 

come upon you suddenly…" 

  

The Book of Revelation:  

  

18:2a, 3b--Babylon the 

great is fallen, is fallen, 

and has become a 

dwelling place of 

demons, a prison for 

every foul spirit, and a 

cage for every unclean 

and hated bird!...and the 

merchants of the earth 

have become rich 

through the abundance 

of her luxury."   

  

18:7, 8a---In the measure 

that she glorified herself 

and lived luxuriously, in 

the same measure give 

her torment and sorrow; 

for she says in her heart, 

'I sit as queen, and am 

no widow, and will not 

see sorrow.'  Therefore 

her plagues will come in 

one day---death and 

mourning and famine.   
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Babylon's Identity                    

   Companion Scriptures          
The Book of Isaiah: 

  

21:9a---"Babylon is fallen, 

is fallen!  And all the carved 

images of her gods He has 

broken to the ground." 

  

 46:1---" Bel bows down, 

Nebo stoops; their 

(Babylon's) idols were on 

the beasts and on the  

cattle…they could not  

deliver the burden…They 

lavish gold out of the bag, 

and weigh silver on the 

scales; they hire a 

goldsmith, and he makes it a 

god; they prostrate  

themselves, yes, they  

worship." 

  

 47:1---"Come down and sit 

in the dust, o virgin 

daughter of Babylon; your 

nakedness shall be  

uncovered, yes, your shame 

will be seen…  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

The Book of Jeremiah: 

  

50:35--"A sword is against the 

Chaldeans," says the Lord, 

against the inhabitants of 

Babylon…A sword is against 

her treasures, and they will be 

robbed…For it is the land of 

carved images, and they are 

insane with their 

idols…Therefore hear the 

counsel of the Lord that He has 

taken against Babylon…surely 

He will make their dwelling 

place desolate with them.  At the 

noise of the taking of Babylon 

the earth trembles, and the cry 

is heard among the nations."   

  

51:6--" Flee from the midst of 

Babylon, and every one save his 

life!  Do not be cut off in her 

iniquity, for this is the time of 

the Lord's vengeance; He shall  

recompense her.  Babylon was a 

golden cup in the Lord's hand, 

that made all the earth drunk.  

The nations drank her wine;  

therefore the nations are 

deranged. 

  

51:13--" O you (Babylon) who 

dwell by many waters, abundant 

in treasures, your end has come, 

the measure of your 

covetousness.  Everyone is dull-

hearted, without knowledge; 

every metalsmith is put to shame 

by the carved image…" 

The Book of Revelation: 

  

14:8--And another angel  

followed, saying,  

“ Babylon is fallen, is 

fallen, that great city, 

because she had made all 

nations drink of the wine 

of the wrath of her 

fornication.” 

  

17:1b " Come, I will show 

you the judgment of the 

great harlot who sits on 

many waters, with whom 

the kings of the earth 

committed fornication     

 and the inhabitants of  

 the earth were made 

drunk with the wine of her 

fornication." 

  

17:4-6 — The woman was  

arrayed in purple and  

scarlet, and adorned with 

gold and precious stones 

and pearls, having in her 

hand a golden cup full of  

abominations and the  

filthiness of her 

fornication.  And on her 

forehead a name was 

written:  
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 

GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 

HARLOTS AND OF THE 

ABOMINATIONS OF THE 

EARTH.  

 I saw the woman drunk 

with the blood of the saints 

and with the blood of the 

martyrs of Jesus. 
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Babylon 's Final Destruction       

Companion Scriptures:  
The Book of Isaiah: 

  

47:12---" Stand now with 

your enchantments and the 

multitude of your sorceries, 

in which you have labored 

from your youth---Your 

merchants from your 

youth; they shall wander 

each on to his quarter.  

 No one shall save you."  

  

  

  

     

13:4—“A tumultuous noise 

of the kingdoms of nations 

gathered together!  The 

Lord of hosts musters the 

army for battle.  They come 

from a far country, from 

the end of heaven--the 

Lord and His weapons of 

indignation, to destroy the 

whole land." 

  

  

  

The Book of Jeremiah: 

  

50:15-29— "Take 

vengeance on her, as she 

had done, so do to 

her…repay her  

according to her work; 

 according to all she had 

done, do to her; for she has 

been proud against the 

Lord, against the Holy One 

of Israel." 

 

51:45--My people, go out of 

the midst of her! And let 

everyone deliver himself 

from the fierce anger of the 

Lord. 

 

51:1--Behold, I will raise 

up against Babylon…for in 

the day of doom they shall 

be against her all 

around…For her judgment 

reaches to heaven and is 

lifted up to the skies." 

 

51:27--" Set up a banner in 

the land, blow the trumpet 

among the nations!  

Prepare the nations against 

her, call the kingdoms 

together against 

her…Prepare against her 

the nations, with the kings 

of the Medes…to make the 

land of Babylon a 

desolation without  

inhabitant." 

   

51:58--" The broad walls of 

Babylon shall be utterly  

broken, and her high gates 

shall be burned with fire; 

the people will labor in 

vain, and the nations…" 

The Book of Revelation: 

  

18:23c, 24---" For your  

merchants were the great men of 

the earth, for by your sorcery all 

the nations were deceived.  And in 

her was found the blood of 

prophets and saints, and of all who 

were slain on the earth." 

  

18:4a--" Come out of her, my 

people, lest you share in her sins, 

and lest you receive of her 

plagues." 

  

18:5--" For her sins have reached 

to heaven, and God has 

remembered her iniquities, render 

to her just as she rendered to you, 

and repay her double according to 

her works…" 

  

17:16-18 —"And the ten horns 

which you saw on the beast, these 

will hate the harlot, make her 

desolate and naked, eat her flesh 

and burn her with fire. For God 

has put it into their (nations) 

hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be 

of one mind, and to give their 

kingdom to the beast until the 

words of God are fulfilled.  And 

the woman whom you saw is that 

great city which reigns over the 

kings of the earth." 
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Past and Future 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAST AND FUTURE 
 

1. Daniel 3:5-- ...you shall fall down and worship the 

       gold image that Kina Nebuchadnezzar has set up; and  

    whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast 

   immediately into the midst o f  a  burning fiery furnace. 

 

2. Daniel 7:3-- And  four g reat beasts came up from the 

      sea, each different from the other.  The first was like a lion 

,    and had eagle's wings...And suddenly another beast, a second, 

    like a bear ...After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard ... 

     After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth 

   beast ...it had ten horns...and a mouth speakin9 pompous words. 
 
 

3. Daniel 11:36—Then the king shall do according to his own will; 

     he shall exalt and magnify himself above every god, shall speak 

    blasphemies against the God o f  gods, and shall prosper till the wrath 

     has been accomplished;  for  what has been determined shall be done. 

 

4. Daniel 11:44-- ...therefore he shall go out with great fury to 

     destroy and annihilate many. And he shall plant the tents of  his palace 

    between the seas and the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his 

     end, and no one will help him. 

 

•    Daniel 12:7-- Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was                

above the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his lift 

hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever,  that it shall before  a 

time,  times and half a time, and when the power  of the holy people has been  

completely shattered, all these  things shall  be finished. 

 

 

1. Revelation 13:15--He was granted power to give breath to the 

 image of the beast, that the image of  the beast should both speak and  

cause as many as would not worship the image of  the beast to be killed. 

 

2. Revelation 13:1-- Then I stood on the sand of  the sea. And I 

  saw a beast rising up out of  . the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, 

  and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name. 

  Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard , his feet were like the feet  

 of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. 

 

3. Revelation 13:5--And  he was given  a mouth  speaking great  things 

  and blasphemies,  and  he was given authority to continue for forty-two   months. 

   Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, 

  His tabernacle and those who dwell in heaven. 

 

4. Revelation 16:14--For they are spirits of demons, performing signs 

 which go out to the kings of the earth and o f  the whole world, to gather them    

to the battle of that great  day of  God Almighty ...And  they gathered  them together 

to the place  called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 
 

5. Revelation 10:5-- The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on 

  the land raised up his hand to heaven and swore by Him who lives forever  

 and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and 

     the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that there  

should be delay no longer, but in the days of  the sounding of the seventh angel,  

when he is about to sound , the mystery of God would be finished, as He  

declared to His servants the prophets. 
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Revelation chapter nineteen opens in heaven right before the return of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  The great multitude presented are the martyrs; the 

same great multitude from Revelation 7:9.  And they rejoiced in heaven 

and gave glory to God for His judgments: 
  

“For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has 

judged the great harlot who  corrupted the earth with her 

fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants 

shed by her.”   (Revelation 19:2) 

  

After the judgments are placed on Israel and Babylon has fallen, then 

Scripture presents “the marriage” of Christ and His bride in Revelation 

19:7-9: 
  

Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of 

the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.  And to 

her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for 

the fine linen in the righteous acts of the saints.  Then he said to 

me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb!”  And he said to me, “These are the true 

sayings of God.”   

  

The events portrayed in Revelation 19:7-9 are the wedding festivities of 

the Lamb and His bride in the kingdom of heaven.  Due to previous 

decisions and determinations rendered at the Judgment seat of Christ 

seven years earlier and to the breaking of the seven-sealed scroll, Christ 

had completed the redemption of the inheritance, which is the actual 

marriage itself.  Following judgment and immediately prior to Christ’s 

return for the battle of Megiddo, the wedding festivities in heaven will be 

held for Christ and His bride (the faithful found qualified from among the 

Church).   This being the case, we can determine that this is when the 

separation takes place with the non-overcomers.  We see this very thing in 

Matthew 13:41-43, 

  

The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out 

of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice 

lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire.  There will 

be wailing and gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine  
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forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  He who has ears to 

hear, let him hear! 

  

John was an eyewitness to this tragic event, that which of necessity must 

take place in order to introduce the bride and place them in their proper 

positions.  Therefore, the non-overcomers must be cast out at this point in 

time, as nothing that is unholy or that offends must remain in the gates of 

the kingdom.   

  

The reference to “His wife has made herself ready,” concerns Christians 

who were prepared for meeting Christ at His judgment seat.  This 

preparation is seen outlined in a similar manner in the Book of Ruth.  

Ruth, who typifies the bride of Christ, is seen preparing herself for 

meeting Boaz [a type of Christ] on his threshing floor at the end of the 

harvest.  Ruth prepared herself in three ways: She washed herself 

[confessed sin], anointed herself, [being filled with the Holy Spirit] and 

put on her best garment [performed righteous acts].  And Ruth’s 

preparation is the same preparation that Christian’s must make in order to 

gain the inheritance and become Christ’s wife.  After the wedding 

festivities, Christ is seen returning to earth at the end of the Tribulation, 

after Israel has repented and cried out to the Lord.   

  

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse.  And He who 

sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He 

judges and makes war.  His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on 

His head were many crowns.  He had a name written that no one 

knew except Himself.  He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, 

and His name is called The Word of God.  And the armies in 

heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on 

white horses.  Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with 

it He should strike the nation.   

 

And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron.  He Himself 

treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.  

He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written:  KING OF 

KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.  (Revelation 19:11-16) 
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When Israel cries out to the Lord, the “heavens will open” and Christ, 

accompanied by an innumerable amount of angels, will return to earth as 

King of kings and Lord of lords.  In Revelation 19:17, an angel cries with 

a loud voice to all the birds in the midst of heaven to come and eat the 

flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of 

horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and 

slave, both small and great.  These people are the armies who followed 

the beast in the battle of Megiddo (Armageddon) against Christ.  These 

armies who gather together in the valley of Megiddo will consist of vast 

numbers — hundreds of millions; myriads of myriads (an enormous 

indefinite number).  

  

Their blood will flow to a depth up to a horse’s bridle.  This slaughter will 

extend over a distance of about one hundred and eighty miles (Revelation 

14:20).   And the manner in which this event is referred to in Scripture is 

“the great supper of God,” because of the masses who will be killed and 

left for the birds to feast upon.  Christ will capture the beast and the false 

prophet and they will be cast alive into the lake of fire.   

  

Then, the first part of Revelation chapter twenty reveals the capturing, 

binding and casting of Satan to the bottomless pit (the abyss) for one 

thousand years.  The word “abyss” comes from the Greek word tartaros 

(Strong’s #G5020) meaning “without bottom” or the “bottomless pit” (the 

deepest abyss of Hades).   It is reserved for Satan and his fallen angels 

who will be incarcerated in torment.  God sent an angel to lay hold of 

Satan and to lock him up in this part of Hades.  In Revelation 9:11, God 

allowed Satan, the Destroyer and “king over the locusts, who is the angel 

of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he 

has the name Apollyon,” to possess the key to the bottomless pit.  But here 

in Revelation chapter twenty, the key was now in possession of another 

angel, who had power over Satan to bind him in chains and to cast him 

down to the bottomless pit.  Satan will be kept chained in the sealed abyss 

for one thousand years, during the time that Christ and His co-heirs will 

take the scepter and rule over the earth in his stead.  At this point in time, 

Satan’s crown (diadem) will be taken from him and it will be worn by 

Christ, as the new Ruler; as the “King of kings, and Lord of lords.”  

Following the one thousand year reign of Christ, Satan will be released 

once again for the purpose of carrying out God’s final judgment upon the 

Gentiles.  This will bring about the destruction of the earth and the 
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heavens, in which a new earth and the new heavens will be formed, 

ushering in the Eternal Ages.  

  

Then, Scripture reverts back to the throne room of God.   

  

And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was 

committed to them. (Revelation 20:4)    

  

The ones being referred to here are the Tribulation saints, the martyrs who 

had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who 

had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark 

on their foreheads or their hands.   

  

Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their 

witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped 

the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their 

foreheads or on their hands.  And they lived and reigned with 

Christ for a thousand years.  

  

But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years 

were finished.  This is the first resurrection.  Blessed and holy is he 

who has part in the first resurrection.  Over such the second death 

has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and 

shall reign with Him a thousand years.  (Revelation 20:4c-6) 

  

These martyrs or Tribulation saints (individuals saved during the 

Tribulation who remained faithful to God unto death) were found worthy 

and were awarded to live and reign with Christ for one thousand years.  

Therefore, they were able to take part in the first resurrection.  The word 

“resurrection” here means “out-resurrection” or “rising out from among 

the group.”  This is a reference to the separation of faithful and unfaithful 

believers.  

  

The rest of the dead, which are the unfaithful believers, will take part in 

the second death and will not live again until the thousand years are 

finished.  The second death was previously seen in Revelation 2:11 with 

the Church in Smyrna.  Christ promised the Church that overcoming 

Christians would not be hurt by the second death.  This means that non-

overcoming Christians would be hurt by the second death.  And exactly 



715 
 
the same view is presented here in Revelation 20:4-6 relative to 

Tribulation saints and the second death.  The Tribulation saints being 

judged are in view.  Out of this group, those who overcame and remained 

faithful until death will have their part in the first resurrection and will live 

and reign with Christ for one thousand years.  But for those who did not 

remain faithful until death, they will have to take part in the second death, 

and will not have life with Christ for one thousand years.  They will take 

part in the second resurrection after the Millennium.    

The Second Death is associated with the lake of fire, as seen in 

Revelation 21:8b: they shall have their part in the lake which burns with 

fire and brimstone, which is the second death.  The second death for non-

overcoming Christians will mean death in the age to come for one 

thousand years.    

  

The saved and the unsaved will be judged separately.  As for the saved, 

the Church will be judged first after the rapture (at the Judgment Seat of 

Christ), then the Tribulation saints will be judged following the 

Tribulation.  For those who do not overcome, the second death and the 

lake of fire come into view during the Millennium.   The unsaved will not 

be judged until after the thousand years are completed (at the Great White 

Throne Judgment); and, during that time, they will experience the second 

death in the lake of fire forever. 

  

A reference to the second death in the lake of fire is seen in Matthew 

13:41, 42, the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares, when Christ explains to 

His disciples saying, “The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they 

will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who 

practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire.”  The 

casting into a furnace of fire here occurs with the Church, before the 

Millennium.   

  

Another reference is seen in Matthew 25:41, 46, when the Son of Man 

judges the nations immediately after the Tribulation and separates the 

saved, the faithful from the unfaithful (the Tribulation saints): “Then He 

will also say to those on the left hand, ’Depart from Me, you cursed, into 

the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels...And these will 

go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’”   
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This judgment of “everlasting” fire does not speak of eternal verities, but 

has to do with “age-lasting” or Millennial verities.  Therefore, all 

judgments preceding the Millennium have to do solely with the saved in 

relation to the Millennium.   

  

The unsaved will not be judged until after the Millennium, seen in 

Revelation 20:11-15.  Therefore, the unsaved dead will remain in Hades 

throughout the Millennium.   Then, after the Millennium, all of the 

unsaved dead from the creation of man until this point in time will be 

judged at the Great White Throne and will be cast into the lake of fire with 

the devil and his fallen angels forever.  

  

We see throughout Scripture that the place of separation for the non-

overcoming Christian in the age to come is seen as “Outer darkness, or 

lake of fire” (also known as blackness of darkness, Gehenna fire, furnace 

of fire) — all of these references are metaphors, and refers to a place 

outside of the presence of the Lord with different degrees of punishment.    

  

Just as all overcoming Christians enter the Lord’s Temple yet are 

rewarded differently depending on their determinations at the judgment 

seat pertaining to their fruit-bearing for the kingdom, so also will non-

overcoming Christians be outside of the Lord’s Temple where “darkness” 

dwells and will wail and gnash their teeth as they are confined to judgment 

for one thousand years either in outer darkness, or lake of fire.  Within 

these places, we can determine that the non-overcomers will be given 

different levels of punishment just as the overcomers will be given 

different levels of rewards.  

  

An example of this very thing is recorded in Luke 19:17-19, having to do 

with the Judgment seat of Christ.  In this parable, the overcomers are 

being rewarded differently, depending on the amount of their fruit-

bearing:   

  

“And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were 

faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.  And the 

second came, saying, ’Master, your mina has earned five minas.’ 

Likewise he said to him, ‘You also be over five cities.’   
 

 An example showing different levels of punishment rendered at the 
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Judgment seat of Christ is recorded in Luke 12:45-48:  

 

1) “But if that servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying 

his coming,’ and begins to beat the male and female servants, 

and to eat and drink and be drunk, the master of that servant 

will come on a day when he is not looking for him, and at an 

hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two [slay him; 

be killed] and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.   

  

2)  And that servant who knew his master’s will, and did not 

prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten 

with many stripes.   

  

3) But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of 

stripes, shall be beaten with few.   

  

This parable in Luke 12:42 reveal that there will be different levels of 

judgment or punishment.  The second death is death of the soul and 

separation from Christ and the kingdom in the age to come.  An example 

of “being hurt by the second death” relating to the death of the soul and 

body is expressed in Matthew 10:28, 

 

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  

But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in 

hell (Gehenna).   

  

Again, we see this exact same thing recorded in Matthew 16:25-27, 

  

For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 

his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he 

gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?  Or what will a 

man give in exchange for his soul?  For the Son of Man will come 

in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then .He will 

reward each according to his works.   

  

The bride of Christ will rule and reign from the heavens over the earth.  

Those dwelling on the earth will experience God’s righteous cleansing 

through His Son and His coheirs for a period lasting one thousand years.  

And during this time, the entire Jewish nation will go worldwide to the 
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Gentiles with God’s message. The twelve tribes of Israel will exercise the 

rights of the firstborn, ruling over and blessing the Gentile nations from 

the earth.  Christ’s kingdom will consist of two spheres: 1) Christ ruling 

and reigning from heaven with His bride and 2) ruling and reigning from 

earth with Israel.   

 

 For the Lord of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in 

 Jerusalem and before His elders, gloriously.  (Isaiah 24:23) 

 

Immediately after the thousand years has finished, Satan will be loosed 

from the abyss to deceive the nations once again (Revelation 20:7).  The 

armies from the nations of the earth will be gathered to the land of Israel, 

under Satan, for the same reason as before — to try and destroy Israel.  

The four corners of the earth [all the Gentile nations] are referred to as 

“Gog, the land of Magog.”  The word “Gog” refers to a people (the 

Gentiles) and “Magog” refers to a land (land(s), or earth).  And they 

gathered and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, 

which is Jerusalem.     

  

God’s purpose for this great battle is to put an end to unrighteousness.  

Following the Messianic Era, there will no longer be a need for judging or 

cleansing.   The nation of Israel would have ministered God’s message to 

the Gentiles worldwide, and all nations would have had the opportunity to 

follow Him.  Therefore, once the thousand years are finished, judgment on 

earth will end forever, and those who have made the choice to follow Him 

will be saved into the Eternal Ages.  

  

When the armies under Satan are gathered in Jerusalem, God will destroy 

them all with the sound of His voice, referred to as fire that will come 

down from God out of heaven to devour them.  Satan, the dragon, will be 

captured and cast into the lake of fire forever, where the beast and false 

prophet have been for the last one thousand years.   

  

And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  

(Revelation 20:10) 

  

The closing paragraph of Revelation chapter twenty depicts the final 

events that will end the Millennial Era.  After dealing with the Gentiles, 

Satan and his angels, God will put an end to all matters dealing with the 
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present heaven and the present earth.  Christ will deliver the kingdom to 

God the Father.  God will then destroy the present heaven and earth and 

create a new heaven and a new earth, moving matters into the Eternal 

Ages, known as “the day of God.”  

  

Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of 

persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for 

and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt 

with fervent heat?  Nevertheless we, according to His promise, 

look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 

dwells.  (2 Peter 3:11-13) 

  

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from 

whose face the earth and the heaven  fled away.  And there was 

found no place for them.  (Revelation 20:11) 

  

Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the 

Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and 

power.  For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His 

feet.  The last enemy that will be destroyed is death... Now when all 

things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be 

subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all 

in all.  (1 Corinthians 15:24-26, 28) 

  

The Great White Throne Judgment is the final judgment of all the 

unsaved.  And like Christians, they will be judged according to their 

works, by the things which were written in the books. (Revelation 20:12).   

All of the unsaved from Adam until this time will be present, both small 

and great, standing before God, and books were opened.  And another 

book was opened, which is the Book of Life. (Revelation 20:12a, b)  

Because they have rejected God, it is evident that their works will show 

them disapproved and not belonging to the Lord, but to Satan.  In view of 

this, they will be cast to the same place prepared for the devil and his 

angels — the lake of fire forever, in torment day and night.  Therefore, the 

opening of the Book of Life for the unsaved at the Great White Throne 

judgment deals with eternal verities. 
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The Great White Throne Judgment will also bring an end to sin and death 

in relation to man, as written in 1 Corinthians 15:25, For He must reign 

till He has put all enemies under His feet.  The last enemy that will be 

destroyed is death.  

 

 At the Great White Throne, the sea [a place of death] will deliver up the 

unburied bodies, Death will deliver up the buried bodies, and Hades will 

deliver up the souls.  Then, all unsaved man will be judged according to 

their works, revealed in Revelation 20:13-15,  

The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades 

delivered up the dead who were in them.  And they were judged, 

each one according to his works.  Then Death and Hades were 

cast into the lake of fire.  This is the second death.  And anyone not 

found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.   

  

After all of the unsaved have been judged and condemned, then Death and 

Hades will also be destroyed.  This will mark the end of all sin, of all 

unrighteousness, and of all death.  From this point on, there shall be no 

more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.  There shall be no more pain, for the 

former things have passed away (Revelation 21:4b). 

  

Revelation chapter twenty-one introduces the Eternal Ages, with a new 

heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away.  Also there was no more sea (“sea” is a metaphor referring to death, 

as in Revelation 20:13).  Death will no longer exist; therefore man will be 

immortal forever.  The previous Heaven and Earth had sin in both realms, 

beginning with the sin of Satan and his fallen angels in heaven and then 

sin, through Satan, invading the earth, bringing about man’s fall.  And this 

was the purpose for the destruction of the first heaven and the first earth 

by fire — to destroy sin and death once and for all.   

  

The following Scriptures from Revelation 21:2-8 provide an introduction 

and a brief condition of the Eternal Ages and then ends with an 

overcomer’s promise and corresponding warnings, which relate back to 

the previous Millennium.  God’s promise and warning is mentioned here 

to exhort believers to run the race in order to become co-heirs with Christ 

during the Millennium, an heirship position that will continue on during 

the Eternal Ages (but in a different capacity).  
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A brief description of the opening of the Eternal Ages is recorded in 

Revelation 21:2-4:  

 

Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out 

of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  

And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, He will dwell with 

them, and they shall be His people.  God Himself will be with them 

and be their God.  And God will wipe away every tear from their 

eyes, there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.  There 

shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away. 

  

In Revelation 21:9-22:5 a description of the New Jerusalem and the 

Eternal Ages is provided.  Revelation 21:9 begins again with the great 

city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the 

glory of God.   

  

 In Revelation 21:6, the phrase “It is done!” is proclaimed.  The 

consummation of God’s work throughout Man’s Day and the Lord’s Day, 

a time span of 7,000 years, will have been completed.  God’s redemptive 

work of 6,000 years for man will be completed; Christ’s 1,000-year reign 

will be finished; and the kingdom will be delivered up to God the Father 

bringing in the “Day of God.”   

  

During the Messianic Era, the kingdom, the New Jerusalem, will consist 

of two spheres — a Jerusalem in Heaven and a Jerusalem on Earth.  Christ 

and His co-heirs will dwell in the Jerusalem in heaven, which will be the 

capital of the earth; and the Jerusalem on earth will consist of a restored 

nation (Israel) in their land, in which Christ will also dwell.  Christ will 

have a dual reign, on earth as it is in heaven.   

  But you have come to Mount Zion, and to the city of the living God, 

 the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to 

 the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are 

 registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just 

 men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and 

 to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of 

 Abel.  (Hebrews 12:22-24) 

 

Then the moon will be disgraced And the sun ashamed; For the 



722 
 

Lord of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem And 

before His elders, gloriously.  (Isaiah 24: 23) 

  

Then, following the Messianic Era, the destruction of the present heaven 

and earth will bring into existence the new heaven and the new earth, and 

the New Jerusalem is seen coming down from heaven to rest upon the new 

earth.  The New Jerusalem will stand on the new earth as the capital city 

and the center of universal government.  The New Jerusalem, as noted in 

Revelation 21:15-17, will be over 1400 miles square and over 1400 miles 

high — a city so vast that it will supersede the present size of the earth.  

The city will be the dwelling place of God and of the Lamb.  It will 

contain the center of government for the entire universe.  And both God 

and His Son will administer the government of the universe through man 

and angels.   

  

A description is given concerning the construction of the New Jerusalem.  

The twelve gates will have the names of the twelve tribes of Israel and the 

twelve foundations will have the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.   

The construction of the New Jerusalem will be made of precious stones 

and pure gold.   

  

But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 

are its temple.  The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to 

shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it.  The Lamb is its 

light.  And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its 

light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it.  

(Revelation 21:22, 23) 

  

There will be no need of a temple building, for the glory of God and of the 

Lamb will fill the city and those who are saved shall walk in its light.  

Unlike the Millennial kingdom, the gates to this New Jerusalem will never 

be shut.  There shall be no darkness or night, but the glory of God and of 

the Lamb will shine the city at all times.  

  

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 

proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb.  In the middle 

of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, 

which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month.  

The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  And 
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there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the 

Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him.   

They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.  

There shall be no night there.  They need no lamp nor light of the 

sun, for the Lord God gives them light.  And they shall reign 

forever and ever.  (Revelation 22:1-5) 

 

In Revelation chapter twenty-two, the “tree of life” is seen in the midst of 

the throne of God and of the Lamb.  The tree of life had initially been set 

in the Garden of Eden for Adam and Eve.  The fruit of the tree of life was 

singled out amongst the numerous other trees in the Garden of Eden for a 

specific reason.  It was to assist Adam as he exercised his rule over the 

earth, which was the very reason he was created in the first place — to 

rule and reign.   

  

Because of Adam’s fall, the tree of life was forbidden and he was driven 

out from the garden.  Adam could not be permitted to eat of this tree in a 

fallen condition.  And that is why the tree of life has not re-appeared 

during Man’s Day; for all of man has not yet been redeemed.  But we see 

in Revelation 2:7 that partaking of the tree of life has been promised to 

the overcomers from among those already possessing eternal life. 

 

This clearly shows that the tree of life was not to provide immortal life 

(for this will already be in the possession of every believer), but to provide 

a provision for those who will rule and reign.  Therefore, regality is what 

is connected to the tree of life.  

  

During the Eternal Ages, the tree of life will extend to all of the saved and 

its purpose will be for the healing of the nations (Revelation 22:2).  Its 

fruit will provide restorative healing.  In other words, God will restore all 

of the saved to the initial position that man occupied in the beginning of 

creation — to rule and reign.  And during this time, all of the saved will 

have access to the tree of life to give them the restorative healing and 

power needed to rule over the earth and the universe.  This tree will be 

available to the nations of the earth, something that was completely out of 

place during the Millennium, and this happened because of the end result 

of Israel’s proclamation of God’s message during the Millennium and 

because of Christ’s rule over them as well.    
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During this point in time, power and authority will be exercised not only 

over the earth, but will be extended to the entire universe.  The new earth 

will be the place in the heavens from where universal rule will emanate, as 

this will be God’s dwelling place (his dwelling place has always been 

located in the heavens in the midst of the entire universe).  The rule and 

reign of the overcomers (i.e., the bride) during the Messianic Era will 

continue on during the Eternal Ages, but not in the same capacity, as 

conditions in the Eternal Ages will be different.  For instance, death and 

sin will no longer exist in the Eternal Ages as it did in the Millennium.  

Therefore, there will be no need to “rule with a rod of iron.”   The 

Millennium will be a time of cleansing, teaching and judging.  However, 

in the Eternal Ages, perfect order will exist.  All of the saved will rule and 

reign over worlds throughout the universe.  Man’s rule in that day can 

only extend into places throughout the multiplied billions of galaxies 

comprising the universe itself, and therefore man will have the ability and 

authority to roam it all.     

   

Scripture reveals that the Eternal Ages will consist of continuous praise 

and joy.  God will fashion a new cosmos that will be ready for the 

enjoyment of His people.  Everything former will not be remembered any 

longer and the New Jerusalem will invoke universal peace.  God’s people 

will continue to serve Him and to labor, but no longer in vain.  The curse 

of the “land” or earth would have been removed and the new earth shall 

bring prosperity, as one enjoys the work of his hands. 

 

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the 

former shall not be remembered or come to mind.  But be glad and 

rejoice forever in what I create; For behold, I create Jerusalem as 

a rejoicing, And her people a joy.  I will rejoice in Jerusalem, And 

joy in My people; 

 

The voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, Nor the 

voice of crying...And My elect shall long enjoy the work of their 

hands.  They shall not labor in vain, Nor bring forth children for 

trouble...The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, The lion shall 

eat straw like the ox, And dust shall be the serpent’s food.  They 

shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain.” says the Lord.  

(Isaiah 65:17-25) 
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In Revelation 22:6-21, exhortations and warnings are given in light of 

Christ’s return and all that is to follow, and again the warning is given to 

His servants the things which must shortly take place (Revelation 1:1; 

22:6).    

In Revelation 22:18, 19, John provides a strict warning to those who hear 

the words of the prophecy of this Book — the Book of Revelation.  This 

Book is extremely important because it completes and reveals all 

prophecy, that which is written in previous Books of both Testaments, 

bringing all previous revelation together in an apex.    However, though 

the Book of Revelation unveils that which is concealed in the Old 

Testament, the same importance would have to be true of any portion of 

Scripture, for the whole of Scripture presents one complete picture of all 

facets of the person and work of Jesus Christ. The Book of Revelation 

was intended to be heard and obeyed, not tampered with.  The person who 

either adds to or takes away from its contents will receive from God the 

strictest punishment, a punishment with millennial consequence.  God 

will take away the believer’s position in the Millennial kingdom  

and he will not be able to take part as co-heir with Christ.   

 

Christ repeated the phrase, “Behold, I am coming quickly!” in Revelation 

22:7, 12, 20, to stress the importance of being prepared for His return 

because of the things written in this Book.   

In Revelation 22:12-17, Christ reverted back to a time previous to the 

Messianic Era.  He presented His testimony to the Church, exhorting them 

to heed His call and abide in His commandments so that they can enter His 

gates from the beginning of His reign and be awarded the most 

superlative, most superabundant and most amazing salvation  —  a 

salvation that is unimaginable to man!  During His testimony, the Spirit 

and the bride together extend an invitation to join them in the heavenly 

kingdom.    

 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  (Revelation 22:17) 
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Charting the End Times 
 
Church raptured 
to the Judgment    7 Year Tribulation  
seat of Christ in         for Israel and Gentile         
heaven    Nations on earth 
 

Christ returns to restore  Judgment of the 

and judge the nation of        Gentile Nations 

Israel     (Sheep & Goats)     

 
Battle of Armageddon 
-- Antichrist & False   Satan bound in 
Prophet cast into          Tartaros for 
Lake of Fire    1000 Years             
 

 

4ÈÅ -ÅÓÓÉÁÎÉÃ %ÒÁ ɉϋÔÈ $ÁÙɊ 

1000 Year Reign of Christ 
Christ reigns with His bride    After 1000 years, 
(Church) from the kingdom          Satan loosed/ 
In heaven; and      Battle of Gog &  
Christ reigns with God’s wife    Magog 
(Israel) on earth 
 
God casts Satan in  
Lake of Fire/White     The Eternal Ages/ 
Throne Judgment             New Heavens & New 
for the unsaved –    Earth/New Jerusalem 


